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Preface 

The 18th Australian Joint Conference on Artificial Intelligence (AI 2005) was held at 
the University of Technology, Sydney (UTS), Sydney, Australia from 5 to 9 
December 2005.  

AI 2005 attracted a historical record number of submissions, a total of 535 papers. 
The review process was extremely selective. Out of these 535 submissions, the 
Program Chairs selected only 77 (14.4%) full papers and 119 (22.2%) short papers 
based on the review reports, making an acceptance rate of 36.6% in total. Authors of 
the accepted papers came from over 20 countries. This volume of the proceedings 
contains the abstracts of three keynote speeches and all the full and short papers.  The 
full papers were categorized into three broad sections, namely: AI foundations and 
technologies, computational intelligence, and AI in specialized domains. 

AI 2005 also hosted several tutorials and workshops, providing an interacting 
mode for specialists and scholars from Australia and other countries. Ronald R. 
Yager, Geoff Webb and David Goldberg (in conjunction with ACAL05) were the 
distinguished researchers invited to give presentations.  Their contributions to AI 
2005 are really appreciated. 

It was a great pleasure for us to organize this event. However, we could not have 
done it without the valuable help of many colleagues around the world. First, we 
would like to thank the Program Committee members and referees for their extremely 
hard work and timely return of their comprehensive reports. Without them, it would 
have been impossible to make decisions and to produce such high-quality proceedings 
on time. Second, we would like to acknowledge the contributions of all the authors of 
the 535 papers submitted. Thanks to Mr. Yanchang Zhao for his contribution in 
helping us manage the paper reviewing process. We are indebted to Dr. Aizhong Lin, 
Ms. Li Liu and Mr. Zhenxing Qin for maintaining CyberChair and for managing the 
paper submission and reviewing process.  Thanks also go to Dr. Debbie Zhang for 
organizing the poster session. 

Thanks to the general Co-chairs, Tharam Dillon and Paul Compton, for their 
guidance and especially to the Organizing Chair, Jie Lu, for looking after everything 
for the conference to run smoothly. 

We wish to thank the following for their financial contributions to the success of 
this conference: Air Force Office of Scientific Research (AFOSR), Asian Office of 
Aerospace Research and Development (AOARD). AFOSR/AOARD support is not 
intended to express or imply endorsement by the U.S. Federal Government. The 
Faculty of Information Technology at the University of Technology, Sydney, was also 
the financial sponsor for this event. 

December 2005           Ray Jarvis 
 Sydney        Shichao Zhang 
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