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Preface 

The First Haifa Verification Conference was held at the IBM Haifa Research Lab and 
at the Haifa University in Israel from November 13 to16, 2005. The conference 
incorporated three different workshops that took place separately in previous years.  
The IBM Verification Workshop is now its sixth year, the IBM Software Testing 
Workshop is now in its fourth year, and the PADTAD Workshop on testing and 
debugging multi-threaded and parallel software was held for the third time. The 
Verification Conference was a three-day, single-track conference followed by a  
one-day tutorial on the testing and review of multi-threaded code. 

The conference presented a unique combination of fields that brought together the 
hardware and software testing communities. Merging the different communities under 
a single roof gave the conference a distinctive flavor and provided the participants 
with added benefits. While the applications in these separate fields are different, the 
techniques used are often very similar. By offering lectures in these disparate but 
related disciplines, the conference engendered an environment of collaboration and 
discovery.  

The conference emphasized applicability to real world challenges, which was very 
important to the many attendees coming from industry. A relatively large number of 
invited speakers presented topics of great interest to the audience. These outstanding 
speakers included Sharad Malik,  Amir Pnueli, Cindy Eisner, Yoav Katz, Yoav 
Hollander, and Michael Rosenfield on hardware verification, Thomas Wolf, Scott 
Stoller,  Dan Quinlan, Yael Dubinsky, Orit Hazzan, Bernd Finkbeiner, and  Thomas 
Ball on software verification, and Scott Stoller and Dan Quinlan for the PADTAD 
track.  

Thirty-one papers, from 11 countries, were submitted and thoroughly reviewed by 
the Program Committee and additional referees, with an average of 3.5 reviews per 
paper. Of the papers submitted, fourteen were accepted. The acceptance was based on 
the score received and in the case of an equal score, industry papers were given 
preference. Some of the invited speakers were also encouraged to submit papers. This 
volume is composed of the 14 papers accepted by the committee and three invited 
papers. 

Attendance at the conference was very high, with more than 170 participants (225 
registered) from 12 countries (Israel, USA, Germany, Switzerland, Brazil, Finland, 
India, Canada, Denmark, Bulgaria, Italy, Portugal).  The facilities provided by the 
IBM Haifa Research Labs and the Caesarea Edmond Benjamin de Rothschild 
Foundation Institute for Interdisciplinary Applications of Computer Science (C.R.I.) 
were remarked upon very favorably by the attendees, as was the proficiency of the 
administrative assistants.   

We would like to thank our sponsors, IBM and CRI, the Organizing Committee, 
and the Program Committee. Our appreciation goes out to the administrative 
assistants, especially Vered Aharon and Efrat Shalom-Hillman from IBM and Ornit 
Bar-Or from CRI, and to Yair Harry our web master.  We would also like to thank all 
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the authors who contributed their work.  Special thanks go to Yaniv Eytani, the Local 
Arrangement Chair, for his boundless energy in working with the invited speakers. 

We hope this conference is the first of many and that these communities continue 
to work together and learn from each other.  There is a lot of knowledge and insight 
that can be shared by the hardware verification and testing communities, and we hope 
this conference represents a step in this important direction. 

 
 

November 2005                                                                                               Shmuel Ur   
                                                                                                                  Program Chair  
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