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Preface

With the shift towards a knowledge society, changing working conditions and
the continuous evolution of information and communication technologies, peo-
ples’ knowledge and skills need continuous development. Technology-enhanced
learning is one of the strategic objectives of the EU/IST Work Program, with
the goal of “improving the efficiency and cost-effectiveness of learning, for in-
dividuals and organizations, independent of time, place and pace.” Innovative
infrastructures, methods and approaches are needed to reach this goal, and will
facilitate transfer and sharing of knowledge between individuals and in organiza-
tions. For e-learning, as in e-commerce and e-business, systemic changes wrought
by emerging technologies are also changing the relationships between consump-
tion and production—in this case of knowledge—as what many call ‘Web 2.0’
becomes more interactive and user-generated content becomes more widespread.

EC-TEL 2006, the First European Conference on Technology-Enhanced
Learning, provided a unique forum for all research related to technology-
enhanced learning in Europe and world-wide, as well as its interactions with
knowledge management, business processes and work environments, through
specialized workshops and the main conference. Additionally, EC-TEL 2006 pro-
vided unique networking possibilities for participating researchers throughout
the week and included project meetings and discussions for EU/IST projects
funded within the sixth framework program under the action line of “Technology-
Enhanced Learning and Access to Cultural Heritage.”

EC-TEL 2006 was organized by the Professional Learning Cluster (PRO-LC).
PRO-LC has been founded by a cluster of major European research projects
in the area of technology-enhanced learning focusing on professional learning:
the Network of Excellence in Professional Learning (PROLEARN) and the In-
tegrated Projects PROLIX, APOSDLE, and TENCompetence. Further mem-
bers are the Specific Targeted Research Projects COOPER and iCamp as well
as the projects “Embedding ICT/ Multimedia Standardisation Initiatives into
European Vocational Training Development Strategies” (Leonardo da Vinci),
EUCAM ( Multilingual Communication in European Car Manufacturing), and
BASE2 ( Broadband Access Satelite Enabled Education).

EC-TEL 2006 received 192 submissions, 146 of those full papers. All sub-
missions went through a rigorous review process, with a final acceptance rate
of about 22% for full papers. Based on the reviews, the Program Committee
accepted 33 full papers, 16 short papers, as well as 33 posters to be presented in
a poster presentation session. In addition, 9 workshops out of 18 proposed and a
session on EU/IST funding for technology-enhanced learning research completed
the program.



VI Preface

Thanks to this ambitious and competitive selection process, EC-TEL 2006
managed to bring together the leading experts in the field of technology-enhanced
learning, addressing the following topics during the conference:

Collaborative Learning

— Personalized Learning

Multimedia Content

Semantic Web, Metadata and Learning

— Workplace Learning

Learning Repositories and Infrastructures for Learning
— Experience Reports, Assessment, and Case Studies

An event such as EC-TEL 2006 requires much support at different levels:
We are grateful to our invited keynote speakers for sharing with our attendees
their ideas about the future development of technology-enhanced learning. Many
thanks go to all authors who submitted their papers and of course to the Program
Committee for their careful reviews. The contributions which were selected by
our Program Committee are published in these proceedings.

Peter Dolog worked hard to get the conference proceedings ready in time, and
helped with many other tasks necessary for a successful conference, for which
we thank him a lot. We also want to thank our staff at L3S in Hannover and
the Know-Center in Graz for their high motivation in preparing and organizing
EC-TEL 2006. Finally, our special thanks go to all members of our Organizing
Committee as well as additional staff from NCSR in Athens and L3S Research
Center in Hannover who were responsible for successfully organizing the entire
event and in supporting our attendees — and all this without losing patience
and gentleness! We are convinced that EC-TEL 2006 was a terrific start for our
new conference series and we hope that the conference in Crete provided you
with new ideas for your research and with new opportunities for partnerships
with other research groups.

July 2006 Wolfgang Nejdl and Klaus Tochtermann
Program Co-chairs
EC-TEL 2006
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