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Preface

The 9th International Conference on Discovery Science (DS 2006) was held in
Barcelona, Spain, on 7–10 October 2006. The conference was collocated with
the 17th International Conference on Algorithmic Learning Theory (ALT 2006).
The two conferences shared the invited talks.

This LNAI volume, containing the proceedings of the 9th International Con-
ference on Discovery Science, is structured in three parts. The first part contains
the papers/abstracts of the invited talks, the second part contains the accepted
long papers, and the third part the accepted regular (short) papers. Out of 87
submitted papers, 23 were accepted for publication as long papers, and 18 as
regular papers. All the submitted papers were reviewed by two or three refer-
ees. In addition to the presentations of accepted papers, the DS 2006 conference
program consisted of three invited talks, two tutorials, the collocated ALT 2006
conference and the Pascal Dialogues workshop.

We wish to express our gratitude to

– the authors of submitted papers,
– the program committee and other referees for their thorough and timely

paper evaluation,
– DS 2006 invited speakers Carole Goble and Padhraic Smyth, as well as An-

drew Ng as joint DS 2006 and ALT 2006 invited speaker,
– invited tutorial speakers Luis Torgo and Michael May,
– the local organization committee chaired by Ricard Gavaldà,
– DS 2006 conference chair Klaus P. Jantke,
– the DS steering committee, chaired by Hiroshi Motoda,
– Andrei Voronkov for the development of EasyChair which provided excellent

support in the paper submission, evaluation and proceedings production
process,

– Alfred Hofmann of Springer for the co-operation in publishing the proceed-
ings,

– the ALT 2006 PC chairs Phil Long and Frank Stephan, as well as Thomas
Zeugman and José L. Balcázar, for the cooperation and coordination of the
two conferences, and finally

– we gratefully acknowledge the financial support of the Universitat Politècnica
de Catalunya, Idescat — the Statistical Institute of Catalonia (for provid-
ing support to tutorial speakers), the PASCAL Network of Excellence (for
supporting the Pascal Dialogues), the Spanish Ministry of Science and Edu-
cation, the Slovenian Ministry of Higher Education, Science, and Technology,
and Yahoo! Research for sponsoring the Carl Smith Student Award.



VI Preface

We hope that the week in Barcelona in early October 2006 was a fruitful, chal-
lenging and enjoyable scientific and social event.

August 2006 Nada Lavrač and Ljupčo Todorovski



Conference Organization

Conference Chair

Klaus Jantke Technical University of Ilmenau, Germany

Steering Committee Chair

Hiroshi Motoda AFOSR/AOARD & Osaka University, Japan

Program Committee Chairs
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Albert Bifet Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya, Spain
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Stéphane Daviet
Fabian Dill
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Scientific Discovery: A View from the Trenches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41
Catherine Blake, Meredith Rendall

Optimal Bayesian 2D-Discretization for Variable Ranking
in Regression . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53
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