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Message from the President

“Beyond the Orient: The Research Challenges Ahead”

The International Conference on Computer Processing of Oriental Languages (ICCPOL)
is a regular conference series of the Chinese and Oriental Languages Computer Society,
COCLS (formerly known as the Chinese Language Computer Society, CLCS), which
was established 30 years ago, to be exact on June 9, 1976. The society's name change
was made in the winter of 2005 in response to the growing international demand in
Chinese and oriental languages research and applications. The new vision of the society
was also launched at the same time. COLCS was set "to be the international computer
society driving the advancement and globalization of the science and technology in
Chinese and oriental languages processing." On this front, the society's conference,
ICCPOL, and journal, namely, the International Journal on Computer Processing of
Oriental Languages (IJCPOL) provide two effective platforms.

This year marked the 21st meeting of the ICCPOL conference. I was delighted
that despite his heavy workload, Kim-Teng Lua kindly accepted my invitation to
host ICCPOL 2006 in Singapore. He put together one of the most energetic
organizing committees: Minghui Dong, who looked after the local organization
including the conference Website, Hui Wang the registration and Min Zhang the
publication. Without their dedication and professionalism, ICCPOL 2006 would not
have been so successful.

I am grateful to the Department of Systems Engineering and Engineering Manage-
ment at The Chinese University of Hong Kong not only for allowing me to take up the
conference chairmanship but, even more importantly, for providing financial aid for
students in need. I am thankful to my colleague, Chris Yang, for working closely with
me to assess every application in detail.

I would also like to thank the program Co-chairs Yuji Matsumoto and Richard
Sproats, who jointly worked out an inspiring program. The combination of Asian and
American scientists supported our theme of "Beyond the Orient." Many high-quality
papers from all around the world were received and unfortunately due to limited space,
only a few were accepted for publication in this year's proceedings. The accepted papers
truly highlighted "The Research Challenges Ahead" in Chinese and Oriental language
processing.

Kam-Fai Wong

Conference Chair ICCPOL 2006
and

President Colcs



Message from the Program Co-chairs

As the Co-chairs of the technical program of the 21st International Conference on
Computer Processing of Oriental Languages (December 17-19, Singapore) we are
delighted and honored to write the introduction to these proceedings.

The subtitle of this year's convocation was "Beyond the Orient: The Research
Challenges Ahead," the goal being to broaden the scope of ICCPOL beyond its origins
in East Asia, to become a truly international event. We believe that we made a very
successful first step in this direction both in the composition of the Program Committee,
which is made up of members from countries around the world and the accepted papers,
which include a large number of contributions from outside ICCPOL's traditional home
base.

We received 169 submissions from a variety of countries. We initially accepted only
38 full papers (30 oral presentations and 8 poster presentations determined by the
authors' preference), but since this was a fairly small set, we decided to accept another
20 papers as short papers, all of which were presented as posters. Thus, the acceptance
rate of full papers is 23% (38/169), and that of all accepted papers is 34% (58/169).
Since two papers were withdrawn after the notification, this volume includes 56 papers
(36 full papers and 20 short papers) presented at the conference.

As Technical Co-chairs we can claim but a small amount of credit for the success of
the technical program. Our main thanks go to the Program Committee members who
worked diligently to give fair reviews of the submitted papers, and most of whom spent
additional time coming to a consensus on papers where there was a wide amount of
disagreement.

We also thank the many authors who submitted their work for inclusion in the
conference. Needless to say, the conference would not exist were it not for the technical
presentations. We are mindful of the fact that there are many computational linguistics
conferences and workshops available, and we are therefore happy that so many papers
were submitted to ICCPOL 2006.

We would also like to thank our invited keynote speakers Gerald Penn, Claire Cardie
and Hwee-Tou Ng for agreeing to present their work at ICCPOL.

In this year's conference, we used the START Conference Manager System for most of
the paper handling process, that is, paper submission, paper reviews and discussion,
notification of acceptance/rejection of papers, and uploading of final manuscripts, all of
which went very smoothly. Thanks are especially due to Rich Gerber, the maintainer of
the system, who was always quick to answer our queries, and even modified the system to
handle the specific needs of our conference. We would also like to thank the committee
members of ICCPOL, especially Kam-Fai Wong for his continuous support and timely
advice, Minghui Dong for preparing very beautiful Web pages, and Min Zhang and Wai
Lam for handling all the final manuscripts that are included in this volume.

December 2006 Yuji Matsumoto and Richard Sproat
ICCPOL 2006 Program Co-chairs
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