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PREFACE 

The Sixth Colloquium on Automata, Languages and Programming (ICALP 79) was preceded 

by simi lar colloquia in Paris (1972), SaarbrUcken (1974), Edinburgh (1976), Turku 
(1977) and Udine (1978), a l l  sponsored by EATCS (European Association for Theoretical 

Computer Science). 

Of a total of 139 papers submitted to ICALP 79, f i f t y  papers were selected. Together 

with three invited presentations they are contained in this volume. 

The program committee of ICALP 79 consisted of G.Ausiello, W.Brauer, K.Culik I I ,  J. 

de Bakker, E.Engeler, S.Even, M.Harrison, l.M.Havel, J.Hopcroft, G.Hotz, W.Kuich, 

H.Maurer (chairman), M.Nivat, M.Paterson, Z.Pawlak, A.Salomaa, D.Wood, H.Zima. 

As conference chairman, I would l ike to thank the members of the program committee 

for their  hard work in evaluating the submitted papers. Special thanks are also due 

to the following referees who helped in the refereeing process: A.Aho, J.Albert, G. 

Andrews, K.R.Apt, J.Archer, E.A.Ashcroft, L.Banachowski, G.Baron, C.Batini, J.C.Beatty, 

J.Becvar, D.Bini, A.Bl ikle, C.B~hm, R.Book, S,Breidbart, A. de Bruin, J.Brzozowski, 

R.Cartwright, L.M.Chirica, R.S.Cohen, A.B.Cremers, P.Dembinski, K.Ecker, H.Ehrig, M. 

Furst, G.Gati, G.Goos, J.Gorski, M.Grabowski, D.Gries, J.Gruska, J.Grzymala-Busse, V. 

Haase, M.Hofri, M.Jazayeri, J.Karhum~ki, O.Kariv, M.Karpinski, C.Keleman, B.Konilcowska, 

A.Krecmar, H.P.Kriegel, F.Krieger, M.Lao, R.Leip~l~, M.Linna, F.Luk, G.Mahr, T.S.E. 

Maibaum, J.Maluszynski, A.Marchetti-Spaccamela, A.Mazurkiewicz, L.G.L.T.Meertens, R. 

Milner, A.Moura, T.MUldner, K.MUIIer, E.J.Neuhold, A.Ob~tulowicz, J.Opatrny, Th.Ott- 
mann, D.M.R.Park, A.Paz, M.Penttonen, A.Pettorossi, F.PIAsil, H.Prodinger, V.Rajlich, 
P.Raulefs, J.C.Reynolds, J.L.Richier, M.Rodeh, W.PLde Roever,'F.Romani, D.Rotem, P. 

Ruzicka, A.Salwicki, G.Schlageter, F.Schneider, E.Shamir, J.Simon, M.Steinby, W.Stucky, 

S.Termini, J.W.Thatcher, F.J.Urbanek, V.K.Vaishnavi, P.van Emde Boas, J.van Leeuwen, 

J.Weglarz, L.Wegner, K.Weihrauch, J.Winkowski, C.K.Yap. 

Final ly,  the support of the Austrian Federal Ministry for Science and Research, the 

Province of Styria, the City of Graz, the Research Center Graz, IBM Austria, Sperry 
Univac, the Ins t i tu t  f .  Angewandte Informatik und Formale Beschreibungsverfahren - 

Universit~t Karlsruhe and the Technical University of Graz is grateful ly acknowledged. 

Last not least, I want to thank the members of the organizing committee and my secre- 

tary Mrs. A.Kleinschuster for their  help in organizing the conference, and Springer- 
Verlag for excellent cooperation concerning the publication of this volume. 

Graz, April 1979 

Hermann Maurer 
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