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PREFACE 

This monograph is a revised and extended version of a thesis 

submitted to the faculty of Mathematics and Computer Science at the 

University of Stuttgart, Germany, in partial fulfillment of the Ger- 

man "Habilitation" degree. It summarizes certain aspects in structural 

oomplexity theory related to the author's research and interests over 

the last years. 

Many people contributed to this work. It is a pleasure to thank 

Prof. W. Schwabh~user and Prof. R. Book for their valuable advice, 

not only in scientific questions. I am most grateful to the Deutsche 

Forschungsgemeinschaft for the financial support during the last years. 

I benefitted highly from many discussions and ideas that have been 

shared with ms by Jos~ Balc~zar, Ker-I Ko, Pekka Orponen and David 

Russo. 

Nine deserves special thanks for her love and patience. 

Stuttgart, September 1985 U.S. 
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