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Preface

This volume contains the proceedings of TestCom 2003, the IFIP TC6/WG 6.1
International Conference on Testing of Communicating Systems, held in Sophia
Antipolis, France, during May 26–28, 2003. TestCom denotes a series of inter-
national working conferences on testing communicating systems in the data and
telecommunication domain. The conference provides a forum for researchers,
vendors and users to review, discuss and learn about new approaches, concepts
and experiences in the field of testing of communicating systems. This conference
in particular focuses on new ways of testing for new-generation networks.

TestCom 2003 is the fifteenth in a series of annual meetings sponsored by IFIP
TC6/WG 6.1. The 14 previous meetings were held in Vancouver, Canada (1988),
Berlin, Germany (1989), McLean, USA (1990), Leidschendam, The Netherlands
(1991), Montreal, Canada (1992), Pau, France (1993), Tokyo, Japan (1994),
Evry, France (1995), Darmstadt, Germany (1996), Cheju Island, Korea (1997),
Tomsk, Russia (1998), Budapest, Hungary (1999), Ottawa, Canada (2000), and
Berlin, Germany (2002).

The scope of the papers presented at TestCom 2003 covers interoperability
testing, TTCN-3, automata-based testing, testing of next-generation networks,
IP and UMTS, test systems and tools, test specification design and methodology,
and industrial experience in testing communication systems.

The TestCom 2003 program consisted of 6 technical sessions, 3 position state-
ment sessions, and a special session on interoperability testing. Three invited
speeches gave an overview on actual trends in the testing and telecommunica-
tion area and formulated requirements to the testing process.

The proceedings contain the 19 regular papers accepted and presented at the
conference. They were selected from 53 submitted papers in a careful selection
procedure based on the assessment of three referees for each paper. The pro-
ceedings also include the text of the invited talk by Elaine Weyuker, Philippe
Cousin, and Ana Cavalli.

The Best Paper Award was given to the authors of “Realizing Distributed
TTCN-3 Test Systems with TCI”, Ina Schieferdecker and Theofanis Vassiliou-
Gioles, affiliated with FhG FOKUS, Germany.

For the first time the PQM Industrial Relevance Award was given to the
paper with the most interest to the communications testing industry, selected
during the conference by a panel of delegates from within the industry itself.

TestCom 2002 was organized under the auspices of IFIP TC6 by the Euro-
pean Telecommunications Standards Institute, ETSI, and by the University of
Göttingen. It was supported by a number of partners including Danet, Davinci
Communications, Ericsson, France Telecom, Motorola, Nokia, Testing Tech and
Telelogic.

We would like to express our gratitude to the numerous people who con-
tributed to the success of TestCom 2003. The reviewing process was one of the
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major efforts during the preparation of the conference. It was completed by
experts from around the world. The reviewers are listed in these proceedings.
We also thank Mr. Hofmann of Springer-Verlag for his constructive support
when editing these proceedings. Finally, we would like to thank Mr. Karl Heinz
Rosenbrock for making the ETSI facilities available to us and thank the local
organizers for the excellent running of the conference, especially Emmanuelle
Jouan and Laetitia Taisne.

Our special thanks goes to Tabea Georgi, Kathrin Högg and André Meyer
from the University of Lübeck who did the majority of the work in organizing
and preparing these proceedings.

May 2003 Dieter Hogrefe
Anthony Wiles
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André Meyer, University of Lübeck, Germany
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