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Preface

This book collects the research work presented at the 4th International Con-
ference on Audio- and Video-Based Biometric Person Authentication that took
place at the University of Surrey, Guildford, UK, in June 2003. We were pleased
to see a surge of interest in AVBPA. We received many more submissions than
before and this reflects not just the good work put in by previous organizers
and participants, but also the increasing world-wide interest in biometrics. With
grateful thanks to our program committee, we had a fine program indeed.

The papers concentrate on major established biometrics such as face and
speech, and we continue to see the emergence of gait as a new research focus,
together with other innovative approaches including writer and palmprint iden-
tification. The face-recognition papers show advances not only in recognition
techniques, but also in application capabilites and covariate analysis (now with
the inclusion of time as a recognition factor), and even in synthesis to evaluate
wider recognition capability. Fingerprint analysis now includes study of the ef-
fects of compression, and new ways for compression, together with refined study
of holistic vs. minutiae and feature set selection, areas of interest to the biomet-
rics community as a whole. The gait presentations focus on new approaches for
temporal recognition together with analysis of performance capability and new
approaches to improve generalization in performance.

The speech papers reflect the wide range of possible applications together
with new uses of visual information. Interest in data fusion continues to increase.
But it is not just the more established areas that were of interest at AVBPA 2003.
As ever in this innovative technology, there are always new ways to recognize
people, as reflected in papers on on-line writer identification and palm print
analysis. Iris recognition is also represented, as are face and person extraction
in video.

The growing industry in biometrics was reflected in presentations with a
specific commercial interest: there are papers on smart cards, wireless devices,
architectures, and implementation factors, all of considerable consequence in the
deployment of biometric systems. A competition for the best face-authentication
(verification) algorithms took place in conjunction with the conference, and the
results are reported here.

The papers are complemented by invited presentations by Takeo Kanade
(Carnegie Mellon University), Jerry Friedman (Stanford University), and Fred-
eric Bimbot (INRIA). All in all, AVBPA continues to offer a snapshot of research
in this area from leading institutions around the world. If these papers and this
conference inspire new research in this fascinating area, then this conference can
be deemed to be truly a success.

April 2003 Josef Kittler and Mark S. Nixon
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