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Abstract. Previous work has studied the use of interval representations
in XCS to allow its use in continuous-valued environments. Here we com-
pare the speed of learning of continuous-valued versions of ZCS and XCS
with a simple model of an online environment.

1 Introduction

Much current research is focussed on the asymptotic performance of Learning
Classifier Systems (LCS). However, where the environment is ever changing,
speed of learning and the ability of the system to recover from environmental
change (i.e., the slope of the learning curve) may be a more relevant measure.

We are interested in continuous-valued environments and so use an interval
representation to replace the {0, 1,#} classifier predicate with one representing
an interval [pi, qi) [1,5]. An interval is represented as an unordered tuple (pi, qi)
and matches an environmental variable xi if pi ≤ xi < qi.

Changes to the cover, subsumption and Genetic Algorithm (GA) operators
must be made to ZCS [3] and XCS [4] to accommodate the interval representa-
tion. Action set subsumption is not used. We use single-point crossover between
intervals for ZCS and two-point crossover between intervals for XCS. Both ZCS
and XCS are run with an initially empty population [1,2].

2 Experiments

Experiments were performed on a six-bit real multiplexer [5]. Parameter settings
used for ZCS were (using XCS terminology for consistency) N = 800, β = 0.2,
τ = 0.1, χ = 0.5, µ = 0.04, fI = 500, s0 = 0.5, ρ = 0.25, φ = 0.5. Parameter
settings for XCS were N = 800, β = 0.2, α = 0.1, ε0 = 10, ν = 5, θGA = 12,
χ = 0.8, µ = 0.04, θdel = 20, δ = 0.1, θsub = 20, pI = 10, εI = 0, fI = 0.01,
θmna = 2, m = 0.1, s0 = 1. All experiments used a fixed reward of 1000.

In an online environment there is no artificial distinction between exploration
and exploitation trials, so we use a roulette wheel for action selection and per-
manently enable the GA and update mechanisms.
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Fig. 1. Mean system performance over 10 runs of ZCS and XCS on the six-bit real
multiplexer

Figure 1 shows the performance of ZCS and XCS on the real multiplexer.
Similar results were obtained for a three-dimensional checkerboard problem with
three divisions per dimension [2] (not shown).

We found that, although the asymptotic performance of XCS ultimately ex-
ceeds that of ZCS, ZCS performs as well as XCS during the early part of the
learning curve for the problems tested. This result shows that a simple LCS ar-
chitecture, such as ZCS, can compete with the more complex XCS system where
speed of learning is more important than asymptotic performance.
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