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Preface

This volume contains papers selected for presentation at the 27th International
Symposium on Mathematical Foundations of Computer Science, MFCS 2002,
held in Warsaw, Poland, August 26�30, 2002.

MFCS 2002 was organized by the Institute of Informatics of Warsaw Uni-
versity and the Foundation for Information Technology Development. It was
supported by the European Association for Theoretical Computer Science. We
gratefully acknowledge the support of all these institutions.

The series of MFCS symposia, organized on a rotating basis in the Czech
Republic, Poland, and Slovakia, has a well-established tradition. The aim is
to encourage high-quality research in all branches of theoretical computer sci-
ence and bring together specialists who do not usually meet at specialized con-
ferences. The previous meetings took place in: Jablonna, 1972; �trbské Pleso,
1973; Jadwisin, 1974; Mariánské Lázn¥, 1975; Gda«sk, 1976; Tatranská Lom-
nica, 1977; Zakopane, 1978; Olomouc, 1979; Rydzyna, 1980; �trbské Pleso, 1981;
Prague, 1984; Bratislava, 1986; Karlovy Vary, 1988; Por�abka-Kozubnik, 1989;
Banská Bystrica, 1990; Kazimierz Dolny, 1991; Prague, 1992; Gda«sk, 1993;
Ko²ice, 1994; Prague, 1995; Kraków, 1996; Bratislava, 1997; Brno, 1998; Szk-
larska Por�eba, 1999; Bratislava, 2000; and Mariánské Lázn¥, 2001.

The MFCS 2002 proceedings consists of �ve invited papers and 48 con-
tributed papers. We are grateful to all the invited speakers for accepting our
invitation and sharing their insights on their research areas. We thank the au-
thors of all submissions for their contribution to the scienti�c program of the
meeting.

The contributed papers were selected by the Program Committee out of a
total of 108 submissions. All submissions were evaluated by three members of the
committee, with the assistance of referees. After discussions, the �nal agreement
was reached at the selection meeting in Warsaw on April 27, 2002 (the program
committee members denoted by * in the list below took part in the meeting).
We thank all the program committee members and referees for their work which
contributed to the quality of the meeting. We have tried to make the list of
referees as complete and accurate as possible and apologize for all omissions and
errors.

Special thanks go to Tomasz Wale« and �ukasz Kowalik who provided a re-
liable software system used for electronic submissions and reviewing. Finally, we
would like to thank Mirosªaw Kowaluk, the chairman of the organizing commit-
tee, for his excellent work.

Warszawa, June 2002 Krzysztof Diks and Wojciech Rytter
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Jan Kára, Daniel Král’

Unification Modulo Associativity and Idempotency Is NP-complete . . . . . . . 423
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Benôıt Masson, Ph. Schnoebelen

Parameterized Counting Problems . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 556
Catherine McCartin

On the Construction of Effective Random Sets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 568
Wolfgang Merkle, Nenad Mihailović
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