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Preface  

The papers in this volume were presented at the First Annual European Symposium on 
Algorithms (ESA'93), held September 30-October 2, 1993, in Bad Honnef/Bonn, Ger- 
many. The symposium is intended to be an annual series of international conferences, 
held in early fall, that cover the field of algorithms. Within the scope of the symposium 
lies all research on algorithms, theoretical as well as applied, that is carried out in the 
fields of computer science and discrete applied mathematics. The symposium aims to cater 
to both of these research communities and to intensify the exchange between them. 

The program committee met April 30, 1993, and selected the 35 contributed papers in this 
volume from 101 abstracts submitted in response to the call for papers. The selection was 
based on originality, quality, and relevance to the study of algorithms. It is anticipated 
that most of the submissions will appear in a more polished and complete form in scien- 
tific journals. The conference program also included invited lectures by Michael Paterson 
(Coventry): Evolution of an Algorithm, Alexander Schrijver (Amsterdam): Complexity 
of Disjoint Paths Problems in Planar Graphs, and Michael S. Waterman (Los Angeles): 
Sequence Comparison and Statistical Significance in Molecular Biology. 

We wish to thank all members of the program committee, all those who submitted ab- 
stracts for consideration, our referees and colleagues who helped in the evaluations of the 
abstracts, and the many individuals who contributed to the success of the conference. 

We would like to acknowledge the help of the following sponsoring institutions and cor- 
porations: Gesellschaft ffir Informatik (GI), Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universit~t 
Bonn, Gesellschaft ffir Mathematik und Datenverarbeitung (GMD), Association for Com- 
puting Machinery (ACM) Special Interest Group for Algorithms and Computation Theory, 
and European Association for Theoretical Computer Science (EATCS). 

Finally we would like to thank the following people for their extraordinary engagement 
in organizing the conference: Christine Harms, Brigitte H6nig, Luzia Sassen-Hefleler, and 
Egon Wanke. 

Bonn, September 1993 Thomas Lengauer 
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