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Foreword 

The Symposium on Theoretical Aspects of Computer Science (STACS) is held 
annually, alternating between France and Germany. The STACS meeting is organized 
jointly by the Special Interest Group for Theoretical Computer Science of the 
Gesellschaft ftir Informatik (GI) in Germany and the Special Interest Group for 
Applied Mathematics of the Association Franqaise des Sciences et Technologies de 
l'Information et des Systbmes (AFCET) in France. 

STACS'96 is the thirteenth in this series, held in Grenoble, February 22-24, 1996. 
Previous STACS symposia were held in Paris (1984), Saarbrticken (1985), Orsay 
(1986), Passau (1987), Bordeaux (1988), Paderborn (1989), Rouen (1990), Hamburg 
(1991), Cachan (1992),Wtirzburg (1993), Caen (1994), Mtinchen (1995). 

For all of  these symposia, the proceedings have been published in the Lecture Notes 
in Computer Science series of Springer-Verlag. 

STACS has become one of the most important annual meetings in Europe for the 
theoretical computer science community. It covers a wide range of topics in the area 
of foundations of computer science. This year, 185 submissions with authors from 
more than 30 countries were received. A fair proportion of them came from non- 
European countries. Each submission was sent to three members of the program 
committee. In addition, each member of the program committee received the abstracts 
of all of the submitted papers. The program committee met for two days (October 
27/28) in Paris and selected 54 out of the 185 submissions (29 %). Two submissions 
were then withdrawn by their authors, so the total numbers of submitted papers to be 
presented at the conference is 52. Because of the constraints imposed by the format of 
the conference, a number of good papers could not be accepted. The program 
committee was impressed by the high scientific quality of the submissions as well as 
the broad spectrum they covered within the area of theoretical computer science, 
including such topics as algorithms and data structures, automata and formal 
languages, computational complexity, computational geometry, cryptography, logic 
in computer science, semantics of programming languages, program specification, 
theory of parallel and distributed computation, parallel algorithms, theory of data 
bases, learning and verification. 

The Program Committee consisted of L. Boug6 (Lyon), V. Bruy~re (Mons), H. 
Comon (Orsay), S. Fenner (Portland), A. Gibbons (Warwick), E. Grandjean (Caen), 
T. Hagerup (Saarbrticken), M. Krause (Dortmund),K.J. Lange (Tiibingen), I. Litovky 
(Nice), C. Puech (Grenoble, co-chair), H. Reichel (Dresden), K . R .  Reischuk 
(Ltibeck, co-chair), P. Van Emde Boas (Amsterdam), S. Varrichio (L'Aquila). We 
wish to thank all the members of the program committee for their arduous work in 
evaluating the significance and scientific merits of the 185 submitted papers. Our 
gratitude extends to the numerous referees who assisted in this process. 
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We also thank the three invited speakers at this meeting, Gilles Brassard (Montr6al), 
Joseph Sifakis (Grenoble), and Emo Welzl (Berlin) for accepting our invitation and 
sharing with us their insights on some new and very exciting developments in our 
area.  

We thank the various sources who supported STACS'96, including CNRS, IMAG, 
INRIA, INPG, and UJF. A special tribute goes to AFCET and IMAG for their 
assistance in organizational matters related to this symposium. 

Grenoble, January 1996 C. Puech 

R. Reischuk 
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