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Preface  

The Workshop on Dislributed Algorithms is intended to be a forum covering 
all aspects of distributed algorithms for computation and communication. It is 
devoted both to the presentation of new research results and to the identification 
of future research directions. 

The year 1996 marks the tenth WDAG conference. It also marks a time at 
which the field of distributed computing is undergoing a major transition from 
being the domain of a small research community to that of industry and the pub- 
lic at large. Distributed computing is rapidly becoming the principal comput- 
ing paradigm for doing business in widely diverse areas, and their requirements 
present new opportunities and challenges for research in distributed algorithms. 

For the tenth WDAG conference, papers were solicited describing original 
results in all areas of distributed algorithms and their applications, including 
algorithms for control and communication, distributed searching including re- 
source discovery and retrieval, network protocols, applications and services, fault 
tolerance and high availability, real-time distributed systems, algorithms for dy- 
namic topology management, mobile computing, distributed intelligent agents, 
issues in synchrony, asynchrony, scalability and real-time, replicated data man- 
agement, security in distributed systems, self stabilization, wait-free algorithms, 
and techniques and paradigms for the design and analysis of distributed systems. 

In response to the call for papers, 75 submissions were received from 22 dif- 
ferent countries, and 21 papers were accepted for presentation at the workshop. 
The selection was based on perceived originality and quality. There was con- 
siderable interest in papers that examined practical distributed algorithms and 
their applications. The program committee consisted of: 

D. Agrawal (UC Santa Barbara) 
J. Anderson (UNC Chapel Hill) 
H. Attiya (Technion, Haifa) 
0. Babaoglu (U. of Bologna, co-chair) 
E. N. Elnohazy (CMU, Pittsburgh) 
A. Fekete (U. of Sydney) 
P. Jayanti (Dartmouth College, 

Hanover) 
S. Kutten (IBM, Yorktown Heights) 

D. Malkhi (AT&T Bell Labs, Murray 
Hill) 

K. Marzullo (UC San Diego, co-chair) 
A. Panconesi (Freie U., Berlin) 
M. Raynal (IRISA, Rennes) 
A. Ricciardi (UT Austin) 
R. Segala (U. of Bologna) 
G. Tel (Utrecht U.) 

We wish to express our gratitude to the Program Committee members and 
to the external referees who assisted them during the reviewing process. Caber- 
Net, the ESPRIT Network of Excellence in Distributed Systems, kindly spon- 
sored WDAG 96, and CIRFID at the University of Bologna graciously hosted 
the meeting. We would also like to thank the two invited speakers, Domenico 
Ferrari (Universits Cattolica, Piacenza) and Butler Lampson (MIT, Cambridge 
and Microsoft, Redmond) for joining us in Bologna. 
Bologna, October 1996 0zalp Babao~lu 

Keith Marzullo 
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