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Foreword 

The papers contained in this volume were presented at the Eighth Annual Symposium 
on Combinatorial Pattern Matching (CPM 97), held June 30 - July 2, 1997, at the 
University of Aarhus, Denmark. They were selected from 32 papers submitted in 
response to a call for papers. In addition, invited lectures were given by A. Dress of 
the University of Bielefeld (Iterative versus Simultaneous Multiple Sequence 
Alignment) and J. B. Kruskal of Bell Labs (Modern Comparative Lexicostatistics). 

Combinatorial Pattern Matching addresses issues of searching and matching 
strings and more complicated patterns such as trees, regular expressions, graphs, point 
sets, and arrays. The goal is to derive non-trivial combinatorial properties for such 
structures and then to exploit these properties in order to achieve improved 
performance for the corresponding computational problems. 

In recent years, a steady flow of high-quality research on this subject has changed 
a sparse set of isolated results into a full-fledged area of algorithmics with important 
applications. This area is expected to grow even further due to the increasing demand 
for speed and efficiency that comes especially from molecular biology, but also from 
areas such as information retrieval, pattern recognition, compiling, data compression, 
and program analysis. The objective of annual CPM gatherings is to provide an 
international forum for research in combinatorial pattern matching. 

The general organization and orientation of CPM conferences is coordinated by a 
steering committee composed of A. Apostolico, M. Crochemore, Z. Galil, and U. 
Manber. 

The first six meetings were held in Paris (1990), London (1991), Tucson (1992), 
Padova (1993), Pacific Grove (1994), Helsinki (1995), and Laguna Beach (1996). 
After the first meeting, a selection of the papers appeared as a special issue of 
Theoretical Computer Science. Since the third meeting, the proceedings have 
appeared as volumes 644, 684, 807, 937, and 1075 of the Lecture Notes in Computer 
Science series. 

CPM 97 was organized by Jotun Hein of the Department of Genetics and 
Microbial Ecology at the University of Aarhus and Christian NCrgaard Storm 
Pedersen of the Department of Computer Science at the University of Aarhus. The 
conference was supported in part by the University of Aarhus, BRICS, and the 
National Research Foundation of Denmark. 

April 1997 Alberto Apostolico 
Jotun Hein 
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