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Preface

ASIACRYPT 2018, the 24th Annual International Conference on Theory and Appli-
cation of Cryptology and Information Security, was held in Brisbane, Australia, during
December 2–6, 2018.

The conference focused on all technical aspects of cryptology, and was sponsored
by the International Association for Cryptologic Research (IACR).

Asiacrypt 2018 received a total of 234 submissions from all over the world. The
Program Committee selected 65 papers for publication in the proceedings of this
conference. The review process was made by the usual double-blind peer review by the
Program Committee, which consisted of 47 leading experts of the field. Each sub-
mission was reviewed by at least three reviewers and five reviewers were assigned to
submissions co-authored by Program Committee members. This year, the conference
operated a two-round review system with rebuttal phase. In the first-round review the
Program Committee selected the 145 submissions that were considered of value for
proceeding to the second round. In the second-round phase the Program Committee
further reviewed the submissions by taking into account their rebuttal letter from the
authors. The selection process was assisted by a total of 347 external reviewers. These
three-volume proceedings contain the revised versions of the papers that were selected.
The revised versions were not reviewed again and the authors are responsible for their
contents.

The program of Asiacrypt 2018 featured three excellent invited talks by Mitsuru
Matsui, Melissa Chase, and Vanessa Teague. The conference also featured a traditional
rump session that contained short presentations on the latest research results of the
field. The Program Committee selected the work “Block Cipher Invariants as Eigen-
vectors of Correlation Matrices” by Tim Beyne for the Best Paper Award of Asiacrypt
2018. Two more papers, “Learning Strikes Again: the Case of the DRS Signature
Scheme” by Yang Yu and Léo Ducas, and “Tighter Security Proofs for GPV-IBE in the
Quantum Random Oracle Model” by Shuichi Katsumata, Shota Yamada, and Takashi
Yamakawa, were solicited to submit the full versions to the Journal of Cryptology. The
program chairs selected Chris Brzuska and Bart Mennink for the Best PC Member
Award.

Many people contributed to the success of Asiacrypt 2018. We would like to thank
the authors for submitting their research results to the conference. We are very grateful
to all of the PC members as well as the external reviewers for their fruitful comments
and discussions on their areas of expertise. We are greatly indebted to Josef Pieprzyk,
the general chair, for his efforts and overall organization. We would also like to thank
Waleed Alkalabi, Niluka Arasinghe, Mir Ali Rezazadeh Baee, Lynn Batten, Xavier
Boyen, Ed Dawson, Ernest Foo, Mukhtar Hassan, Udyani Herath, Qingyi Li, Georg
Lippold, Matthew McKague, Basker Palaniswamy, Anisur Rahman, Leonie Simpson,
Shriparen Sriskandarajah, Gabrielle Stephens, and Chathurika Don Wickramage, the



local Organizing Committee for their continuous support. We thank Craig Costello,
Léo Ducas, and Pierre Karpman for expertly organizing and chairing the rump session.

Finally we thank Shai Halevi for letting us use his nice software for the paper
submission and review process. We also thank Alfred Hofmann, Anna Kramer, and
their colleagues for handling the editorial process of the proceedings published in
Springer’s LNCS series.

December 2018 Thomas Peyrin
Steven Galbraith
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