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Preface

Now in its 14th year, the iConference is an annual meeting devoted to research on
critical information issues in contemporary society. Each year, an international and
interdisciplinary community of scholars, researchers, and practitioners gathers to
explore core concepts and ideas in information scholarship and to develop new avenues
of research. iConference 2019 was hosted by the University of Maryland, College Park,
in collaboration with Syracuse University and the University of Maryland, Baltimore
County. The conference was held in Washington, DC from March 31 to April 3 with
the theme of “inform. include. inspire.” The aim of this year’s conference was to
discuss what it means to inform in the 21st century, to consider who is included in and
excluded from the information revolution, and to question how scholars can best
inspire individuals and organizations to use information for good in the rapidly
changing knowledge society. The conference’s geographic location in the U.S. capital
emphasized the role that national and international policies play in technological
advances and access.

The scholarship presented at the conference included two subcategories of research
papers: short papers, which present new, provocative, and cross-cutting themes in a
focused and succinct manner, and full papers, which present new and original research
results from empirical investigations and experiments, or from theory and model
development. Of the 88 short papers submitted, 33 were accepted (37.5% acceptance
rate). Of the 133 full papers submitted, 44 were accepted (33% acceptance rate). Both
subcategories underwent a rigorous double-blind review process managed by the paper
chairs and a Program Committee of associate chairs. Each paper was reviewed by three
external reviewers. The high level of scholarship of the papers is a result of the efforts of
our hard-working reviewers and the Program Committee who oversaw the full process.

This is the second year that the proceedings of the iConference are published by
Springer in their Lecture Notes in Computer Science (LNCS) series. These proceedings
comprise the complete version of short and full papers presented at the conference. To
organize the papers, the paper chairs developed 24 thematic categories that represent
the broad range of scholarship shared at the conference. Additional research presented
at the conference in the form of posters and “Blue Sky” papers, which feature ideas and
visions for the iSchool research community, can be found through the IDEALS open
access repository (https://www.ideals.illinois.edu/handle/2142/102118).

The goal of the iConference series and these proceedings is to inspire conversation,
encourage further research, and inform diverse audiences about today’s critical infor-
mation needs.

March 2019 Natalie Greene Taylor
Caitlin Christian-Lamb

Michelle H. Martin
Bonnie Nardi

https://www.ideals.illinois.edu/handle/2142/102118
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