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Rocco De Nicola



Preface

This Festschrift volume contains the 27 papers written by close collaborators and
friends of Rocco De Nicola to celebrate him on the occasion of his 65th birthday.

Rocco De Nicola has made seminal contributions to concurrency theory, semantics
of programming languages, distributed systems, and logic in computer science. He is
also contributing to a wide variety of other emerging topics in which theoretical
foundations can have a tremendous effect on the practice of computing. His many
scientific achievements are documented by more than 180 papers he published in
international journals, proceedings of high-quality conferences and workshops, and
refereed chapters in books with international editors.

The papers gathered in this book present many research ideas that have been
influenced by Rocco’s work. They testify to his intellectual curiosity, versatility, and
tireless research activity, and provide an overview of further developments to come.

The volume consists of six sections. The first one contains a laudatio illustrating the
distinguished career and the main scientific contributions by Rocco and a witness of
working experiences with Rocco. The remaining five sections comprise scientific
papers related to specific research interests of Rocco:

– Observational Semantics
– Coordination Models and Languages
– Logics and Types
– Distributed Systems Modelling
– Security

Each scientific contribution has undergone the scrutiny of two anonymous
reviewers. We would like to thank all of them for their assistance.

This volume was presented to Rocco on July 1, 2019, during a two-day symposium
held in Lucca at the IMT School for Advanced Studies. During the symposium all
papers were presented by one of the authors. The symposium was attended by many
other colleagues and friends of Rocco. We thank all of them for having accepted our
invitation.

We are grateful to Mirco Tribastone and the System Modelling and Analysis group
at IMT for the local organization of the symposium and to the IMT School for
Advanced Studies for financial support. We would also like to thank Alfred Hofmann
and the Springer LNCS team for their support during the publication of this volume,
and the providers of the conference management system EasyChair, which was used to
run the submission and review process and to facilitate the preparation of the
proceedings.

People who have contributed to the present volume in honour of Rocco have had the
opportunity to know him professionally over the years. Many have collaborated with
him and in doing so have been fortunate to spend time with him. Each of us has taken
something significant from this personal contact. Rocco was, and is, a true “scientific



dad” for several of us and a loyal scientific collaborator for all of us. Passionate about
research, curious about the new, never stinting with his knowledge or with his contacts,
he has always stimulated new collaborations, both within and without his group. He has
always encouraged the dignity and self confidence that any collaborator must have to
work well. He made you feel you were a researcher ‘at the same level’ — part of a
team, a real ‘school for researchers’ for younger colleagues. He could joke when he had
to control excessive enthusiasm, be serious and rigorous when he had to arrive at the
‘qed’. We have always appreciated his ability to transform competition within the
group into a stimulus to do better, to grow faster. Thanks for everything, Rocco!

July 2019 Michele Boreale
Flavio Corradini
Michele Loreti

Rosario Pugliese
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