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Preface

This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 7th International Conference on
Arabic Language Processing ICALP 2019 (ex-CITALA), held in Nancy, France, in
October 2019. The 21 full papers presented were carefully reviewed and selected from
about 40 submissions. 60% of the articles have been reviewed by three reviewers and
the others by four reviewers using the double-blind review process.

The conference highlighted new approaches related to the Arabic language from
basic theories to applications. All the branches of natural language processing
(NLP) related to Arabic spoken or text language processing constituted the main kernel
of ICALP 2019. The papers covered the following topics: modern standard Arabic,
sentiment analysis and opinions mining, code-switching, deep learning, and other
aspects of NLP. The volume is organized in four parts: the first is devoted to Arabic
dialects and sentiment analysis, an area for which there are several challenges; the
second part contains papers focusing on neural techniques for text and speech; the third
part comprises papers describing different aspects of modeling modern standard
Arabic; and the last one is dedicated to the resources that play an important role in
NLP.

October 2019 Kamel Smaïli
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