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Preface

This volume presents the 14th edition of the International Conference on the
Computational Processing of Portuguese (PROPOR 2020). The conference was held at
the Colégio do Espírito Santo, Universidade de Évora, in Évora, Portugal, during
March 2–4, 2020. Although the conference is in its 14th edition, it is celebrating the
maturity of 27 years of existence, since it has been predominantly a biannual event. In
that route it returns to Évora after 21 years.

PROPOR is the main scientific meeting in the area of language and speech tech-
nologies for Portuguese and on the basic and applied research issues related to this
language. The meeting is a very rich forum for researchers dedicated to the compu-
tational processing of Portuguese, promoting the exchange of experiences in the
development of methodologies, language resources, tools, applications, and innovative
projects. It is also a meeting for the reception of new members to the community,
represented mainly by the students in the field. A total of 70 submissions were received
for the main event, involving 233 authors from many countries worldwide, such as
Portugal, Brazil, Spain, Macau, the UK, Norway, Nepal, India, Germany, and China.

This volume presents 36 full and 5 short papers, selected from 70 submissions,
which reflects an acceptance rate of 51% for full papers and 58% overall. Each paper
was reviewed by 3 reviewers from a total of 48 academic institutions and companies.
The papers are organized thematically and include the most recent developments in
speech processing, resources and evaluation, semantics, natural language processing
tasks, multilinguality, and applications. This year, reflecting the technological presence
of the area in everyday life, the topic with the largest number of submissions and
acceptance was natural language applications.

For 2020 our selected team of invited speakers represented the worldwide impor-
tance of this area, not only in the academy but also in very well-established companies.
They are:

– João Graça, Co-founder and CTO of Unbabel
– Fernando Pereira, VP and Engineering Fellow at Google
– Cícero dos Santos, Research Scientist at Amazon
– Isabel Trancoso, Senior Researcher at Spoken Language Systems Lab, INESC-ID

In this edition we also had four workshops, regarding the following topics: relations
of natural language with the digital humanities, technologies for language acquisition,
language corpora availability, and tools and resources for paraphrasing. The pro-
ceedings of the workshops are not included in this volume, as the organizers of each
workshop arranged them separately. The event also includes a contest for best dis-
sertation and thesis, a tutorial, and a session for systems demonstration.

Our sincere thanks to every person and institution involved in the complex orga-
nization of this event, especially to the members of the Program Committee of the main



event, the dissertations contest and the associated workshops, the invited speakers, and
the general organization staff. We are also grateful to the agencies and organizations
that supported and promoted the event.

January 2020 Paulo Quaresma
Renata Vieira
Sandra Aluísio
Helena Moniz

Fernando Batista
Teresa Gonçalves
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