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To Bobbi, my sweetheart, with all my love.
The magic continues.



Preface

This book is about developing web applications. Over the years, more and more
frameworks have appeared that hide the details of the communication between the
browser and the server. These packages are fantastic for developing applications,
but an understanding of the underlying process can help understand the reason that
frameworks do what they do.

In writing this book, I read the Spring documentation in detail and reviewed many
questions from Stack Overflow. The problems I encountered were that many sear-
ches did not return the most current version of documentation. Frequently, I had to
check that I wasn’t reading about version 1 features instead of version 5. Similarly,
many relevant answers to questions are buried deep in the search results, since older
answers have been around much longer and appear at the top of the search.

My hope is that this book will present material from the basics of HTML and
HTTP to the intricacies of web services in a step-by-step manner, adding only a few
details at a time. Some topics have multiple implementations that produce similar
results. I hope that the distinctions between these implementations are made clear.

The book develops a framework in the first few chapters and then switches to the
Spring framework for implementing websites. There are many frameworks on the
market. Spring is popular and Spring Boot is an excellent introductory package.
I want students to understand the actual details that a framework hides, and to use a
framework to solve problems. In the future, when they are introduced to other
frameworks, they will understand them better.

I am grateful to the community of web developers, who have provided all the
excellent tools for creating web applications: Apache, Tomcat, Hibernate, Java
Servlets, Java Server Pages, NetBeans, Eclipse, Log4j, Apache Commons, Google
web services, FedEx web services, PayPal web services, JBoss Community, Spring,
and Maven.

I am thankful to Bobbi, my sweetheart, for all of her love and support. Without
Bobbi, this book would not have been finished. I also want to thank Kip Irvine for
encouraging me to write. Without Kip, this book would not have been started.

Miami, USA Tim Downey
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