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Preface

The International Conference on Rigorous State-Based Methods (ABZ 2021) is an
international forum for the cross-fertilization of related state-based and machine-based
formal methods, mainly Abstract State Machines (ASM), Alloy, B, TLA+, VDM, and
Z. Rigorous state-based methods share a common conceptual foundation and are
widely used in both academia and industry for the design and analysis of hardware and
software systems.

The name ABZ was invented at the first conference held in London in 2008, where
the ASM, B, and Z conference series merged into a single event. The second con-
ference, ABZ 2010, was held in Orford, Canada, where the Alloy community joined
the event; ABZ 2012 was held in Pisa, Italy, which saw the inclusion of the VDM
community in the conference series (but not in the title); and ABZ 2014 was held in
Toulouse, France, which brought the inclusion of the TLA+ community. Lastly, ABZ
2016 was held in Linz, Austria, and ABZ 2018 in Southampton, UK. In 2018 the
Steering Committee decided to retain the (well-known) acronym ABZ and add the
subtitle “International Conference on Rigorous State-Based Methods” to make more
explicit the intention to include all state-based formal methods.

In 2020, the ABZ conference should have been held in Ulm, Germany. Unfortu-
nately, the conference had to be cancelled at short notice due to the worldwide rampant
COVID-19 virus and was postponed to this year, with the hope of welcoming all
participants personally in Ulm. Unfortunately this hope did not come true, so we had to
organize the conference as a virtual event after all. Since the proceedings were ready
before the cancellation of the 2020 conference, we decided to publish them immedi-
ately. We also launched a new call for papers for ABZ 2021 so that researchers had the
opportunity to publish new results in a timely manner.

Because the ABZ conference is normally hosted every two years we had not defined
a new case study, and with the restrictions of the pandemic and the associated increased
efforts, for example for teaching, being felt in the research community, significantly
fewer papers were submitted to ABZ 2021. There were 15 papers submitted from
authors in 8 countries spread over Europe, Asia, and America. Fortunately, the sub-
mitted papers were of very high quality, so that the four reviews per paper were
consistently positive and only one paper had to be rejected. A total of 6 full research
papers and 8 short research papers were accepted. All accepted papers cover broad
research areas on theoretical, systems, or practical aspects of state-based methods.

The doctoral symposium, which was organized for the first time in 2020, also took
place in 2021. Three PhD students submitted a four-page abstract describing their
research projects and received constructive feedback from the senior researchers of the
ABZ community. Each of the submitted abstracts was also evaluated by a separate
Program Committee.
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The conference was due to be held during June 9—-11, 2021, in Ulm, Germany, but
unfortunately the successes of the COVID-19 vaccination program will probably not be
seen for several months, so the conference was held virtually. In addition to the new
submissions, the authors of ABZ 2020 were also invited to present their papers, which
fortunately many took advantage of and thus a comprehensive program could be put
together.

Unfortunately, due to consequences of the COVID-19 crisis in the personal envi-
ronment, one of the keynote speakers understandably had to cancel at short notice.
However, we were all the more pleased to listen to the keynotes of Ana Cavalcanti,
University of York, UK, on “RoStar technology — a roboticist’s toolbox for combined
proof and sound simulation” and Gilles Dowek, Inria/ENS Paris-Saclay, France, on
“Sharing proofs across logics and systems: a boost for formal methods?”

The EasyChair conference management system was set up for ABZ 2021, sup-
porting submissions and the review process.

We would like to thank all the authors who submitted their work to ABZ 2021. We
are grateful to the Program Committee members for their high-quality reviews and
discussions. Finally, we wish to thank the Organizing Committee members for their
continuous support.

We hope the vaccination program will also reach poor countries as fast as possible
such that the COVID-19 crisis will decrease within the next two years and we can meet
together in person at ABZ 2023 in France.

For readers of these proceedings, we hope these papers are interesting and they
inspire ideas for future research that can be presented at the next ABZ!

April 2021 Alexander Raschke
Dominique Méry
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