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Preface

We are happy and proud to present this volume of proceedings, which contains the
accepted papers presented at the 25th International Conference on Theory and Practice
of Digital Libraries (TPDL 2021), which was held online at The Open University, UK,
during September 13–17, 2021.

This year TPDL celebrated its 25th edition as a leading scientific forum that brings
together both practitioners and researchers in the field of digital libraries and related
fields. This edition of TPDL was held under the general theme of “Linking Theory and
Practice”, to highlight TPDL’s emphasis on including both researchers and practitioners
and on providing a forum for productive exchange between the groups. To further
strengthen this, this year’s edition introduced the full-length practitioner paper aimed at
allowing the presentation of high-quality, applied work. The interest in and success of
this category was clearly shown by its uptake: 27% of the full-length submissions and
30% of the accepted full-length papers were practitioner papers. We hope that this
strengthens links between the groups and leads to the inclusion of more applied
research in future editions of TPDL.

TPDL 2021 received a total of 53 submissions, divided into 27 research, 10 prac-
titioner, 9 short, 3 poster, and 4 demo papers. The reviewing process was double-blind,
with at least three reviews per paper, combined with a meta-review step. Based on the
outcome of this process a total of 16 papers were accepted (30%), divided into 7
research (26%), 3 practitioner (30%), 3 short (33%), 1 poster (33%), and 2 demo papers
(50%). Additionally, based on the reviewers’ suggestions, we offered 10 papers the
opportunity to submit a shortened poster paper, increasing the overall number of
accepted papers to 26 (49%). In this respect, the overall acceptance rate is in line with
past editions (generally around 45%).

The conference welcomed one keynote speaker: Ulrike Wuttke from the University
of Applied Sciences Potsdam, Germany. In keeping with the general theme of “Linking
Theory and Practice”, her work on digital humanities methods and tools, research
infrastructures, eResearch and research data management, open access and open sci-
ence, and book and library history perfectly encapsulated the conference’s collabora-
tive and interdisciplinary focus.

In addition to the main conference, the program included a pre-conference workshop
on “LinkedArchives – International Workshop on Archives and Linked Data” and a
Doctoral Consortium. To enable the conference’s social aspect, making links between
researchers and practitioners, between disciplines, and between new and experienced
participants, the conference used a technical solution to allow for dynamic,
between-session chats and discussions amongst participants.

This conference was only possible because of all the work put in by many people.
First, we want to thank all researchers for submitting their work and the members of
our Program Committee for their reviews. Thank you also to our Workshop chairs,
Dana McKay and Philipp Mayr-Schlegel, and to our Doctoral Consortium chairs,



Morgan Harvey and Helena Francke, for running their tracks so smoothly. Finally, we
also express our gratitude to the TPDL Steering Committee, who supported us in
experimenting with the online format.

September 2021 Gerd Berget
Mark Michael Hall

Daniel Brenn
Sanna Kumpulainen
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