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Preface

It is our great pleasure to present the proceedings of ACISP 2021, the 26th Australasian
Conference on Information Security and Privacy, held virtually during December 1–3,
2021.

ACISP was first held at the University of Wollongong in 1996 and since then has
been organized in various cities in Australia and New Zealand — Wollongong (1996,
1999, 2003, 2008, 2012, 2014, 2018), Sydney (1997, 2001, 2004, 2010), Melbourne
(2002, 2006, 2011, 2016), Brisbane (1998, 2000, 2005, 2009, 2013, 2015), Townsville
(2007), Auckland (2017), Christchurch (2019). This annual event has gained its place
among prestigious security and privacy conferences in the world. Due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, and like last year, this year’s ACISP was a virtual event.

ACISP 2021 attracted 157 submissions. All papers were reviewed by at least three
reviewers. The double-blind review phase was followed by a fortnight-long discussion
period that generated additional comments from the Program Committee members and
the external reviewers. After the discussions, and after shepherding in a few cases, 35
papers were accepted for inclusion in the program. These 35 papers were presented
during the conference, and revised versions of these papers are included in these
proceedings. Two special sessions on Blockchains and Machine Learning Security and
Privacy were organized to encourage researchers to participate in these cutting-edge
areas.

Among the accepted papers, the paper with the highest weighted review mark
received the Best Paper Award: Concise Mercurial Subvector Commitments: Defini-
tions and Constructions by Yannan Li, Willy Susilo, Guomin Yang, Tran Viet Xuan
Phuong, Yong Yu, and Dongxi Liu.

The conference would not have been possible without the hard work of the 60
Program Committee members from 18 different countries and the 126 external
reviewers, who took part in the process of reviewing and subsequent discussions. We
take this opportunity to thank the Program Committee members and the external
reviewers for their tremendous job resulting in this year’s program. It has been an
honour to work with them. We would also like to express our appreciation to Springer
for their active cooperation and timely production of these conference proceedings. In
addition to the technical talks, the program included keynote talks and a panel
discussion.

Finally, we would like to thank all the authors who submitted their work to ACISP
2021, and all the information security and privacy practitioners and enthusiasts who
attended the event. Without your spirited participation, the conference would not be a
success.

December 2021 Joonsang Baek
Sushmita Ruj
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