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Preface

AAMAS is the leading scientific conference for research in autonomous agents and
multiagent systems, which is annually organized by the non-profit organization the
International Foundation for Autonomous Agents and Multiagent Systems (IFAA-
MAS). The AAMAS conference series was initiated in 2002 by merging three highly
respected meetings: the International Conference on Multi-Agent Systems (ICMAS);
the International Workshop on Agent Theories, Architectures, and Languages (ATAL);
and the International Conference on Autonomous Agents (AA).

Besides the main program, AAMAS hosts a number of workshops, which aim at
stimulating and facilitating discussion, interaction, and comparison of approaches,
methods, and ideas related to specific topics, both theoretical and applied, in the general
area of autonomous agents and multiagent systems. The AAMAS workshops provide
an informal setting where participants have the opportunity to discuss specific technical
topics in an atmosphere that fosters the active exchange of ideas.

This book compiles the most visionary papers of the AAMAS 2016 workshops. In
total, AAMAS 2016 ran 16 workshops. To select the most visionary papers, the
organizers of each workshop were asked to nominate two papers from their workshop
and send those papers, along with the reviews they received during their workshop’s
review process, to the AAMAS 2016 workshop co-chairs. The AAMAS 2016 work-
shop co-chairs then studied each paper carefully, in order to assess its quality and
whether it was suitable to be selected for this book. One paper was selected from each
workshop, although not all workshops were able to contribute. The result is a com-
pilation of 12 papers selected from 12 workshops, which we list below.

– The 18th International Workshop on Trust in Agent Societies (Trust 2016)
– The First International Workshop on Security and Multiagent Systems (SecMAS

2016)
– The 6th International Workshop on Autonomous Robots and Multirobot Systems

(ARMS 2016)
– The 7th International Workshop on Optimization in Multiagent Systems (OptMAS

2016)
– The Second International Workshop on Issues with Deployment of Emerging

Agent-Based Systems (IDEAS 2016)
– The 17th International Workshop on Multi-Agent-Based Simulation (MABS 2016)
– The 4th International Workshop on Engineering Multiagent Systems (EMAS 2016)
– The 14th International Workshop on Adaptive Learning Agents (ALA 2016)
– The 9th International International Workshop on Agent-Based Complex Automated

Negotiations (ACAN 2016)
– The First International Workshop on Agent-Based Modelling of Urban Systems

(ABMUS 2016)



– The 21st International Workshop on Coordination, Organization, Institutions and
Norms in Agent Systems (COIN 2016), with a special joint session with the 7th
International Workshop on Collaborative Agents Research and Development:
CARE for Digital Education (CARE 2016)

– The 15th International Workshop on Emergent Intelligence on Networked Agents
(WEIN 2016)

We note that a similar process was carried out to select the best papers of the
AAMAS 2016 workshops. While visionary papers are papers with novel ideas that
propose a change in the way research is currently carried out, best papers follow the
style of more traditional papers. The selected best papers may be found in the
Springer LNAI 10002 book.

Revised and selected papers of the AAMAS workshops have been published in the
past (see Springer’s LNAI Vol. 7068 of the AAMAS 2011 workshops). Despite not
publishing such books regularly for the AAMAS workshops, there has been a clear and
strong interest on other occasions. For instance, publishing the “best of the rest”
AAMAS workshops volume has been discussed with Prof. Michael Luck, who was
enthusiastic concerning AAMAS 2014 in Paris. This book, along with Springer’s
LNAI 10002 volume, aim at presenting the most visionary papers and the best papers
of the AAMAS 2016 workshops. The aim of publishing these books is essentially to
better disseminate the most notable results of the AAMAS workshops and encourage
authors to submit top-quality research work to the AAMAS workshops.

July 2016 Nardine Osman
Carles Sierra
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