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Preface

The Association of Geographic Information Laboratories in Europe (AGILE) has
held annual conferences focusing on Geographic Information Science for more than
two decades. The themes of the conferences have varied in response to changing
research trends. In this way, the annual conference has always remained relevant
and current and is an important meeting point for European as well as
non-European researchers in the field. The annual AGILE conference is now widely
held to be the most important academic Geographic Information Science conference
in Europe.

The 21st AGILE conference took place in Lund, Sweden, on 12–15 June, 2018.
The theme of the conference was Geospatial Technologies for All. The conference
accepted full papers, short papers and posters and included a workshop day prior
the main conference. For more than a decade, the full papers from the annual
conference have been published as a book by Springer International Publishing AG.
This year there were 46 full papers submitted to the conference, of which 19 were
accepted for publication in this volume, its title taken from the conference theme.
We would like to thank all of the authors for their contributions, which are a critical
prerequisite for maintaining the quality of AGILE conference. We would also like
to thank all the reviewers in the Scientific Committee for carefully reviewing the
papers, which enabled us to make this selection.

The papers in this volume are divided into four parts. Part I deals with Natural
Resource Management and Earth Observation and includes five studies about how
geospatial technologies can contribute to a sustainable development of our envi-
ronment. During recent years’ AGILE conferences, there have been many sub-
missions in the field of Volunteered Geographic Information (VGI) and
Participatory GIS. This trend has continued this year, and the six papers in part two
of this volume represent that work. Part III is called Spatiotemporal Data Modelling
and Data Mining, and it includes six papers that describe new methods for
understanding spatiotemporal phenomena. A notable reflection here is the
increasing importance of the temporal dimension, as seen in several submissions;
GIScience is about more than just space. The final Part IV of this volume deals with
the issue of Quality and Uncertainty of Geographic Information, a key issue for
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everyone that wants to make a decision based on spatial analysis. To sum up, we
think that the 19 contributions published in this volume give a broad overview
of the field at this time and do a superb job in exemplifying the title of this book:
Geospatial Technologies for All.

We are grateful to everyone that has helped us with editing this volume, as well
as creating the programme for the 21st AGILE conference. The AGILE Council
was of key assistance in the scientific organization of the conference. We also
would like to thank our colleagues at Lund University for all their help with the
various large and small tasks that enable a conference like this to succeed. We
would also like to thank Springer International Publishing AG for their helpful
cooperation, and for continuing to provide the opportunity to publish the selected
full papers in their academic series, Springer Lecture Notes in Geoinformation and
Cartography.

Lund, Sweden Ali Mansourian
Lund, Sweden Petter Pilesjö
Lund, Sweden Lars Harrie
Wageningen, The Netherlands Ron van Lammeren
February 2018
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