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Preface

The second annual Classification of Events Activities and Relationships (CLEAR)
and the 2007 Rich Transcription (RT) evaluations took place during the winter
and early spring of 2007. This was a co-location of complementary evaluation ef-
forts; CLEAR for the evaluation of human activities, events, and relationships in
multiple multimodal data domains (e.g., meetings, surveillance, etc.); RT for the
evaluation of speech transcription-related technologies from meeting room audio
collections. Through these collaborative speech-and video-based evaluation tasks,
we hope to provide resources that help the speech and vision research communities
establish a base for fostering more multimedia research efforts in the future.

CLEAR targets the evaluation of systems for the perception of people, their
identities, activities, interactions, and relationships in human-to-human inter-
action and related scenarios in various multimodal data domains (meetings,
surveillance, etc.). RT targets the evaluation of meeting domain speech tech-
nologies including: speech-to-text transcription, “who-spoke-when” speaker di-
arization, and speaker attributed speech-to-text. As part of the evaluation, two
workshops were held, during May 8–9, 2007 for CLEAR, and May 10–11, 2007
for RT, in Baltimore, Maryland, where the participating systems were presented
and the evaluation results were discussed in detail. Both CLEAR and RT were
open to any institution interested in participating and drew over 50 participants
for their individual workshops.

The book is broken down into two sections: CLEAR and RT. Each gives an
overview of the data, evaluation protocol, the individual evaluation tasks, and
the participants’ results. This is followed by the papers that describe details of
the algorithms that were scored.

Though you may be drawn to the proceedings from a specific workshop we en-
courage you to explore all the work presented in this publication. There are com-
plementary aspects between the research evaluated in CLEAR and RT, which
we hope will stimulate new ideas for multimedia-based research, as well as new
multimedia evaluation.

Finally, we would like to thank the reviewers of the CLEAR and RT papers,
the CLEAR Task Leaders, the sponsoring projects and funding agencies, those
responsible for the evaluation workshop management and organization, contrib-
utors to the development of the CLEAR/RT proceedings, and most importantly,
the participants of the CLEAR/RT evaluations and workshops.

January 2008 Rainer Stiefelhagen
Jonathan Fiscus

Rachel Bowers
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