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Preface

In the last decade, the interest in computational Grids has increasingly grown
in the scientific community as a means of enabling the application developers
to aggregate resources scattered around the globe for solving large-scale scien-
tific problems. As applications get larger, more complex and dynamic, the use
of software tools becomes vital for tuning application parameters, identify-
ing performance leaks, or detecting program defects. Extensive efforts within
academia and industry over the last decade resulted in a large collection
of tools for practical application engineering. Available tools of broad inte-
rest include program source and structure browsers, editors, static program
analysers, performance predictors, optimising compilers, schedulers, execu-
tion control and monitoring environments, sequential and parallel debuggers
(providing deadlock detection and deterministic replay mechanisms), check-
pointers, data and execution visualisers, performance analysers, or various
program tracers.

Despite all these extensive efforts, building applications that can effec-
tively utilise the Grid still remains an art due to the lack of appropriate
high-level tools to support the developers. In this monograph, we address
four critical software development aspects for the engineering and execution
of applications on parallel and Grid architectures.

First of all, existing available performance analysis tools target single ap-
plication execution which is not sufficient for effective performance tuning of
parallel applications. The most popular performance metrics such as speedup
or efficiency require repeated execution of the application for various machine
sizes for which no automatic tool support exists so far. Additionally, paral-
lelising and tuning of applications for a certain compute platform requires
repeated experimentation for various data distributions, loop iteration sche-
duling strategies, or compiler optimisation options, which is known to be an
NP-complete problem.

Second, tool portability is critical since tools are often based on a monoli-
thic design that does not isolate the inherent platform dependencies required
to support advanced and in-depth analysis. For example, when using a new
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parallel system the users must in most cases learn about and familiarise them-
selves with new tools with different functionality and interfaces, which is in
many cases very time consuming and can be a major barrier in using novel
modern computer architectures.

Third, existing tools cannot be used in cooperation on the same appli-
cation instance to enhance the performance and correctness debugging engi-
neering process since they are not designed for interoperability and often are
based on incompatible instrumentation or monitoring systems.

Fourth, the workflow model that recently emerged as a new attractive pa-
radigm for programming loosely coupled Grid infrastructures requires novel
tools that offer appropriate high-level support, including abstract specifi-
cation mechanisms, optimised scheduling, and scalable fault-tolerant execu-
tion, which are of paramount importance to effectively running distributed
large-scale applications. These topics attract a lot of interest within the Grid
community that aims to evolve the Grid to a commodity platform that trans-
parently aggregates high-performance resources scattered around the globe
in a single virtual supercomputer for performing scientific simulations.

In this monograph, we first propose a new directive-based language called
ZEN for compact specification of wide value ranges of interest for arbitrary
application parameters, including problem or machine sizes, array or loop
distributions, software libraries, interconnection networks, or target execution
machines. We design the ZEN directives as problem-independent with global
or fine-grain scopes that do not change the semantics of the application,
nor require any application modification or special preparation. Irrelevant
or meaningless experiments can be filtered through well-defined constraints.
Additionally, the ZEN directives can be used to request a wide range of
performance metrics to be collected from the application for arbitrary code
regions.

Based on the ZEN language, we develop a novel experiment management
tool called ZENTURIO for automatic experiment management of large-scale
performance and parameter studies on parallel and Grid architectures. ZEN-
TURIO offers automatic analysis and visualisation support across multiple
experiments based on the performance and output data collected and orga-
nised in a common shared data repository. In contrast to existing parameter
study tools, ZENTURIO requires no special preparation of the application,
nor does it restrict the parametrisation to input files or to global input ar-
guments. We validated the functionality and usefulness of ZENTURIO on
several real-world parallel applications from various domains, including theo-
retical chemistry, photonics, finances, and numerical mathematics.

We designed ZENTURIO as a comprehensive distributed service-oriented
architecture for interoperable tool development based on the latest state-
of-the-art Web and Grid services technologies. We illustrate how a service-
oriented architecture facilitates the integration of a broad set of tools and
enables a range of useful tool interoperability scenarios that facilitate the
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engineering effort of applications. We illustrate a variety of novel adaptations
of state-of-the-art Web technologies for Grid computing which anticipated
several existing standardisation efforts.

Based on the ZENTURIO experiment management architecture, we pro-
pose a generic optimisation framework that integrates general-purpose meta-
heuristics for solving NP-complete performance and parameter optimisation
problems in an exponential search space specified using the ZEN experiment
specification language. We illustrate a generic problem-independent realisa-
tion of the search engine using a genetic algorithm that allows new optimi-
sation problems to be formulated through appropriate objective functions,
for example, a performance metric using the ZEN language. We illustrate
three case studies that instantiate the framework for Grid workflow schedu-
ling, throughput scheduling of parameter studies, and performance tuning of
parallel applications on the Grid using irregular array distributions.

Finally, we propose a timely approach for modelling and executing scienti-
fic workflows in dynamic and heterogeneous Grid environments. We introduce
an abstract formal model for hierarchical representation of complex directed
graph-based workflows using composite activities (such as parallel and se-
quential loops or conditional activities) interconnected through control and
data flow dependencies comprising advanced collective communication pat-
terns such as broadcast, scatter, and gather. We propose and comparatively
analyse three heuristic-based algorithms for scheduling two real-world scienti-
fic workflows from material science and meteorology domains. The scheduled
applications achieve good performance on the Austrian Grid environment
using advanced runtime techniques such as partitioning, workflow optimi-
sation, and load balancing. We design a steering algorithm that performs
runtime monitoring and workflow schedule adaptations which ensure that
certain quality of service performance contracts are preserved during execu-
tion of the workflow. We conclude with a classification of the most important
performance overheads that may slow down the performance of scientific
workflows and validate them through several experiments.

Innsbruck, October 2006 Radu Prodan
Thomas Fahringer
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