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Preface

Since 1981, the British National Conferences on Databases (BNCOD) have pro-
vided a forum for database researchers to report the latest progress and explore
new ideas. Over the last 28 years, BNCOD has evolved from a predominantly
national conference into one that is truly international, attracting research con-
tributions from all over the world.

This volume contains the proceedings of BNCOD 2008. We received 45 sub-
missions from 22 countries. Each paper was reviewed by three referees, and 14
full papers and 7 posters were accepted. All the research papers and posters are
included in this volume, and they are organized into five sections: data mining
and privacy, data integration, stream and event data processing, query process-
ing and optimization, and posters.

The keynote was delivered by Monica Marinucci, EMEA Programme Direc-
tor for Oracle in R&D. She has been involved in various advanced developments
concerning Oracle, and participated in EC-funded projects as an expert, espe-
cially the CHALLENGERS special support action to propose the future of grid
computing. In her keynote presentation, she addressed the audience on the topic
of the power of data, emphasizing that the ability to store, handle, manipulate,
distribute and replicate data and information can provide a tremendous asset to
organizations. She also explored some of the latest directions and developments
in the database field, and described how Oracle contributes to them partnering
up with other leading organizations in different sectors.

BNCOD 2008 marked a special occasion in the BNCOD history — it was
the 25th conference in the BNCOD series (BNCOD was not held in 1987, 1997
and 1999 when VLDB and ICDE were held in the UK). To mark this 25th
anniversary, an International Colloquium on Advances in Database Research
was held as part of the BNCOD main conference. Leading researchers were
invited to the colloquium, and they presented and shared their latest research
with the audience. The invited papers or the abstracts of the talks presented at
the colloquium are included in this volume.

Two workshops were held alongside BNCOD 2008. The Workshop on Teach-
ing, Learning and Assessment of Databases continued to address, as in the pre-
vious years, the issues concerning the educational aspects of databases. The
papers from this workshop were published separately, and were not included in
this volume. The Workshop on Biodiversity Informatics: Challenges in Modelling
and Managing Biodiversity Knowledge aimed at advancing understanding in the
challenges involved in this important, multi-disciplinary research area. The two
best papers from this workshop are included in this volume.

Finally, we would like to thank all the authors for contributing their papers
to BNCOD 2008, the referees for their effort in reviewing the papers, the EP-
SRC for their support of the International Colloquium on Advances in Database
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Research, the Welsh Assembly Government for hosting the reception, and the
Organizing Committee at Cardiff University for making this conference possible.

July 2008 Alex Gray
Keith Jeffery
Jianhua Shao
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