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Preface

The 1st International Conference on Pairing-Based Cryptography (Pairing 2007)
was held in Tokyo, Japan, during July 2–4, 2007. Pairing-based cryptography
has been causing a paradigm shift in cryptography–an ever increasing number
of novel protocols using pairing have been appearing in the literature: identity-
based encryption, short signature, and efficient broadcast encryption, to mention
but a few. The aim of Pairing 2007 was to bring together leading researchers and
practitioners from academia and industry, all concerned with problems related
to pairing-based cryptography. This conference was sponsored by the University
of Tsukuba, and it was offered in cooperation with Tokyo Section, The Insti-
tute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) and The Japan Society for
Industrial and Applied Mathematics (JSIAM).

Pairing 2007 received 86 submissions from all over the world. Each paper
was double-blindly evaluated by at least three reviewers regarding the technical
relevance to pairing-based cryptography, and 18 papers were selected for pre-
sentation at Pairing 2007. We would like to thank all members of the Program
Committee for their support and enormous investment of time throughout the
whole delicate review process. We are also extremely grateful for all the help
and support of a large number of external reviewers who reviewed submissions
in their area of expertise.

The program also included five invited talks by Dan Boneh from Stanford
University, USA; Steven Galbraith from Royal Holloway University of London,
UK; Alfred Menezes from University of Waterloo, Canada; Takakazu Satoh from
Tokyo Institute of Technology, Japan; and Michael Scott from Dublin City Uni-
versity, Ireland. At least one page of the extended abstract for each invited talk
is included in the proceedings.

We would like to thank all the members of the Organizing Committee for their
work in the publication and organization of Pairing 2007. The review server and
its backup system unexpectedly went out of service, and the review process had
to be restarted from scratch. We gratefully thank Atsuo Inomata and Akira
Kanaoka for their enormous support in installing and operating the iChair sys-
tem during the review process. Again, we gratefully appreciate the patient effort
of all reviewers, especially in light of the server accident.

Finally, we would like to thank all the authors who submitted papers to
Pairing 2007.

April 2007 Tsuyoshi Takagi
Tatsuaki Okamoto

Eiji Okamoto
Takeshi Okamoto
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