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Editorial

Welcome to Volume III of Transactions on Aspect-Oriented Software Development.
Since its launch in 2006 the journal has attracted a steady stream of submissions, both
to its indefinitely open call for papers and to calls pertaining to special issues focusing
on key topics in AOSD. At the time of writing this editorial, the total number of sub-
missions to the journal stands at 78. This is very healthy given that it is only the sec-
ond year of the journal.

The journal aims to maintain the highest standards expected of an archival work in
AOSD while ensuring timely feedback and notification to the authors. Each paper is
handled by an associate editor, appointed by the co-editors-in-chief, who is a special-
ist on the specific topic. We ensure that the associate editor does not have a conflict of
interest relating to the paper assigned to him/her. If the associate editor deems the
paper to be worthy of a review, s/he solicits reviews from at least three reviewers on
the quality of the work. On the basis of these reviews, s/he then makes a recommen-
dation to reject the paper; ask the authors to resubmit the paper with major revisions;
accept the paper with minor revisions or accept it without any further changes. We
aim to notify the authors about the outcome of the reviews within 12 weeks. In a
small number of cases, either unforeseen circumstances or other commitments of
reviewers may lead to some further delay but we are pleased to say that such cases
remain a minority.

In cases where major or minor revisions are recommended, the authors are ex-
pected to address the reviewers’ comments. Papers with major changes are passed on
to the reviewers again for a second review. If, even after the second review, a paper
cannot be accepted as it is or subject to minor changes, then the paper is rejected. This
is to avoid an endless review cycle. The procedure is applied pragmatically in that
where there is a significant difference of opinion amongst the reviewers and, provided
the associate editor recommends so, the authors are given a third and final opportunity
to address the reviewers’ comments.

Each special issue is handled by one of the co-editors-in-chief who works closely
with the guest editors to ensure that the journal’s review process is followed and qual-
ity standards are maintained. Given that aspect-oriented software development is a
young discipline it was decided at the editorial board meeting in March 2006 that the
co-editor-in-chief not handling a special issue should be locked out of the review
process completely. This allows such a co-editor-in-chief to author a paper for the
special issue as normally co-editors-in-chief cannot submit a paper to the journal.

This volume constitutes the first part of the special issue on Early Aspects guest
edited by Jodo Aradjo and Elisa Baniassad. The handling co-editor-in-chief was Meh-
met Aksit. The special issue was very successful in attracting high quality submis-
sions and, as a result, had to be split over two volumes of the journal. The papers in
this volume focus on analysis, visualisation, conflict identification and composition of
Early Aspects. The papers in volume IV focus on mapping of Early Aspects across
the software lifecycle.



VI Editorial

We wish to thank the editorial board for their continued guidance, commitment and
input on the policies of the journal, the choice of special issues as well as associate-
editorship of submitted articles. We also thank the guest editors, Jodo Aradjo and
Elisa Baniassad, for the excellent job they did with the special issue—the proposal
they prepared is now used as a model for all special issue proposals to Transactions
on AOSD. Thanks are also due to the reviewers who volunteered time amidst their
busy schedules to help realize this volume. Most importantly, we wish to thank the
authors who have submitted papers to the journal so far, for their contributions main-
tain the high quality of Transactions on AOSD.

Awais Rashid and Mehmet Aksit
Co-editors-in-chief
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