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Preface

The seventh international workshop ESAW 2006 – Engineering Societies in the
Agents World VII—was hosted in the School of Computer Science and Infor-
matics, University College Dublin, Ireland in September 2006. This workshop
was organized as a stand-alone event, running over three days, and continued
and enhanced the high-quality conference theme that now uniquely characterizes
the ESAW workshop series. ESAW VII built upon the success of prior ESAW
workshops – Kuşadasi (2005), London (2004) and Toulouse (2004), going back
to the inaugural workshop held in Berlin (2000). This workshop was attended by
50 participants from 13 different countries. Over 25 researchers presented their
work and substantial time was allocated each day for ad-hoc interactive discus-
sions on those presented topics. Indeed, these opportunities for the exchange of
views and open discussion with fellow experts are one of the hallmarks of the
ESAW series. Discussions coalesced around ESAW’s main themes:

– Engineering multi-agent systems
– Methodologies for analysis, design, development and verification of agent

societies
– Interaction and coordination in agent societies
– Autonomic agent societies
– Trust in agent societies

For more information about the workshop, the interested reader is referred to
the ESAW 2006 WWW site1. The original contributions have been published as
a Technical Report (UCD-CSI-2006-5) and this may be obtained freely from the
Technical Report section on the WWW page of the School of Computer Science
and Informatics at University College Dublin2.

These post-proceedings continue the series published by Springer (ESAW
2000: LNAI 1972; ESAW 2001: LNAI 2203; ESAW 2002: LNAI 2577; ESAW
2003: LNAI 3071; ESAW 2004: LNAI 3451; ESAW 2005: LNAI 3963). This
volume contains substantially revised and extended versions of selected papers
from ESAW 2006 that both address and accommodate comments from the two
rounds of reviews, as well as incorporating feedback from comments and ques-
tions that arose during the workshop. In addition to the selected papers, the
Program Chairs directly invited and evaluated some papers to further improve
the quality of the post-proceedings.

The workshop organizers would like to acknowledge the support of the School
of Computer Science and Informatics at University College Dublin, Fáilte Ire-
land, and Dublin Tourism for their practical support. We would also like to

1 http://esaw06.ucd.ie
2 http://csiweb.ucd.ie/Research/TechnicalReports.html
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acknowledge the generous efforts of the Steering Committee for their guidance,
the Program Committee for their insightful reviews and the local Organizing
Committee for arranging a thoroughly enjoyable event. We would also like to
offer our thanks for the continued patronage of the large number of researchers
who submitted their work for consideration. Finally, thanks to Christine Guen-
ther and Alfred Hofmann, without whose efforts these post-proceedings would
have floundered.

April 2007 Gregory O’Hare
Alessandro Ricci
Michael O’Grady

Oğuz Dikenelli



Organization

ESAW 2006 Workshop Organizers and Program Chairs

Gregory O’Hare University College Dublin, Ireland
Alessandro Ricci Università di Bologna, Italy
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