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Preface

The World Wide Web has become part of our everyday life and information
retrieval and data mining on the Web are now of enormous practical interest.
The algorithms supporting these activities combine the view of the Web as a
text repository and as a graph, induced in various ways by links among pages,
links among hosts, or other similar networks.

The aim of the 4th Workshop on Algorithms and Models for the Web-Graph
(WAW 2006) was to further the understanding of these Web-induced graphs and
stimulate the development of high-performance algorithms and applications that
use the graph structure of the Web. The workshop was meant both to foster an
exchange of ideas among the diverse set of researchers already involved in this
topic and to act as an introduction for the larger community to the state of the
art in this area. The workshop program included invited keynote talks by Fan
Chung-Graham (UCSD), Soumen Chakrabarti (IITB), Walter Willinger (ATT
Research) and Filippo Menczer (Indiana).

WAW 2006 took place on November 30 and December 1 at the Banff Interna-
tional Research Institute (BIRS), in Banff, Alberta (Canada). It was the fourth in
a series of very successful workshops on the Web graph. WAW 2002 (Vancouver)
and 2004 (Rome) were held in conjunction with the Annual IEEE Symposium
on Foundations of Computer Science (FOCS). WAW 2003 (Budapest) was held
in conjunction with the 12th International World Wide Web Conference.

In response to the call for abstracts we received 28 submissions. Almost all
submissions were relevant to the topic of the workshop and contained interest-
ing ideas. The Organizing Committee selected 12 contributors to present their
work at the workshop, while 12 others were invited to prepare a poster about
their work, which was exhibited at the workshop. Those authors selected for con-
tributed talks were invited to prepare a paper for the proceedings. The poster
presenters were given an opportunity to explain their work during a poster ses-
sion. All participants were invited to judge the posters in a contest for best
poster. The three posters that received the most votes were also invited to sub-
mit their work to the proceedings. The papers were then submitted to a refereeing
process by the Program Committee, and the final versions are included in this
volume. The volume also includes abstracts of the invited talks.

We would like to thank all those that helped to make this workshop a success,
with special thanks to the staff at BIRS. We thank the MITACS (Mathemat-
ics of Information Technology and Complex Systems) Network of Centres of
Excellence (NCE) for financial and organizational support. We also owe many
thanks to Andrei Voronkov for providing the EasyChair conference system. With
this system, managing the refereeing process and the collation of the proceed-
ings became almost effortless. Finally, we would like to thank all participants
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in the workshop, all authors of the contributed papers, and especially the in-
vited speakers for their contribution in making WAW 2006 an amicable and
stimulating forum for the exchange of ideas about the Web graph.

November 2007 William Aiello
Andrei Broder

Jeannette Janssen
Evangelos Milios
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