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Preface

Welcome to the proceedings of the 6th workshop of the Initiative for the Eval-
uation of XML Retrieval (INEX)! Now in its sixth year, INEX has become an
established evaluation forum for XML information retrieval (IR), with over 100
participating organizations worldwide. Its aim is to provide an infrastructure, in
the form of a large XML test collection and appropriate scoring methods, for
the evaluation of XML IR systems.

XML IR is playing an increasingly important role in many information access
systems (e.g., digital libraries, web, intranet) where content is becoming more and
more a mixture of text, multimedia, and metadata, formatted according to the
adopted W3C standard for information repositories, the so-called eXtensible
Markup Language (XML). The ultimate goal of such systems is to provide the right
content to their end-users. However, while many of today’s information access sys-
tems still treat documents as single large (text) blocks, XML offers the opportunity
to exploit the internal structure of documents in order to allow for more precise ac-
cess, thus providing more specific answers to user requests. Providing effective ac-
cess to XML-based content is therefore a key issue for the success of these systems.

The aim of the INEX 2007 workshop was to bring together researchers in
the field of XML IR who participated in the INEX 2007 campaign. During the
past year participating organizations contributed to the building of a large-scale
XML test collection by creating topics, performing retrieval runs and providing
relevance assessments. The workshop brought together the results of this large-
scale effort, summarized and addressed the issues encountered, and devised a
work plan for the future evaluation of XML retrieval systems.

In total seven research tracks were included in INEX 2007. These studied dif-
ferent aspects of XML information access: ad-hoc, document mining, multimedia,
heterogeneous, entity ranking, book search, and link-the-wiki. The consolidation
of the existing tracks, and the expansion to new areas offered by the new tracks
has enabled INEX to extend its scope. This volume contains 37 papers selected
from 50 submitted ones (74% acceptance rate). Each paper was peer-reviewed.

INEX is funded by the DELOS Network of Excellence on Digital Libraries, to
which we are very thankful. We thank Schloss Dagstuhl (Leibniz Center for Infor-
matics) for housing the INEX workshop in its unique and inspiring atmosphere,
and Springer for publishing the results of INEX 2007 in these final proceedings.
We gratefully thank the organizers of the various tasks and tracks who did a su-
perb job. Finally, special thanks go to the participating organizations and people
for their contribution.

May 2008 Norbert Fuhr
Jaap Kamps

Mounia Lalmas

Andrew Trotman
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