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Preface

This volume contains the proceedings of the 10th International Symposium on
Stabilization, Safety, and Security of Distributed Systems (SSS), held November
21–23, 2008 in Detroit, Michigan USA.

SSS started as the Workshop on Self-Stabilizing Systems (WSS), which was
first held at Austin in 1989. From the second WSS in Las Vegas in 1995, the fo-
rum was held biennially, at Santa Barbara(1997), Austin (1999), Lisbon (2001),
San Francisco (2003) and Barcelona (2005). The title of the forum changed to
the Symposium on Self-Stabilizing Systems (SSS) in 2003. Since 2005, SSS was
run annually, and in 2006 (Dallas) the scope of the conference was extended
to cover all safety and security-related aspects of self-* systems. This extension
followed the demand for self-stabilization in various areas of distributed com-
puting including peer-to-peer networks, wireless sensor networks, mobile ad-hoc
networks, robotic networks. To reflect this change, the name of the symposium
changed to the International Symposium on Stabilization, Safety, and Security
of Distributed Systems (SSS).

This year we received 43 submissions from 13 countries. Most submissions
were from the USA and France. Each submission was carefully reviewed by
three to six Program Committee members with the help of external reviewers.
For the first time a rebuttal phase allowed the authors to react to the reviews
before the discussion of the papers within the Program Committee. Out of the 43
submissions, 17 excellent papers were selected for presentation at the symposium,
which corresponds to an acceptance rate of 40%. It can be noted that the highest
acceptance rate was for papers with keywords sensor networks (86%), MANETs
(67%), and security of sensor and mobile networks protocols (67%). Interestingly,
the best paper award (a recent tradition is SSS) was given to a paper without
any of these keywords, namely, to Peter Robinson and Ulrich Schmid for the
paper “The Asynchronous Bounded-Cycle Model.” In addition to the regular
papers, the symposium included three invited keynotes that covered the large
spectrum of topics of the symposium: “Primitives for Physical Trust” by Anish
Arora, “Distributed Algorithms and VLSI” by Ulrich Schmid, and “Trustworthy
Services and the Biological Analogy” by Mike Reiter.

We thank all the members of the Program Committee and their external
reviewers for their thorough work and for the time they spent selecting the best pa-
pers. Paper submission, selection, and generation in the proceedings was greatly
eased by the use of the EasyChair conference system (http://www.easychair.
org). We wish to thank the EasyChair creators and maintainers for their com-
mitment to the scientific community. We also thank the members of the Steering
Committee for their invaluable advice. We gratefully acknowledge the Organizing
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Committee members for their generous contribution to the success of the sym-
posium. Finally, we wish all the participants a fruitful and enjoyable symposium.

November 2008 Sandeep Kulkarni
André Schiper
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