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Preface

The biennial PAKM Conference Series offers a communication platform and
meeting ground for practitioners and researchers involved in developing and
deploying advanced business solutions for the management of knowledge in or-
ganizations. PAKM is a forum for people to share their views, exchange ideas,
develop new insights, and envision completely new kinds of knowledge manage-
ment solutions.

PAKM 2008, the 7th International Conference on Practical Aspects of Knowl-
edge Management, was held in Yokohama, Japan, for the first time. Although
all past PAKM conferences were held in Europe (Basel and Vienna), the PAKM
Steering Committee decided two years ago that the PAKM conference should be
“on tour”: it should be organized by different people and be hosted in different
places all over the world.

For this year’s conference we received 62 submissions from 23 countries and
3 reviewers were assigned to one paper from the members of the Program Com-
mittee and the additional reviewers. Thus 23 good papers were selected. They
cover a great variety of approaches to knowledge management, which tackle the
topic from many different angles. It is this very diversity that makes PAKM
unique, while at the same time focusing on the one issue of managing knowledge
within organizations.

Many people were involved in setting up PAKM 2008. We would like to
express our warm thanks to everybody who contributed to making it a success.
First of all, this includes all the authors who submitted a paper to the review
process, the members of the Program Committee and the additional reviewers
who made such an effort to select the best papers and to ensure a high-quality
program. My thanks also go to Ulrich Reimer, who gave me so many useful
comments for all the organizational work based on his excellent experience from
past PAKM conferences, and to Takeshi Morita, who devoted himself to all the
aspects involved in planning and setting up the conference program.

November 2008 Takahira Yamaguchi



Organization

Steering Committee

Chairs
Dimitris Karagiannis University of Vienna, Austria
Ulrich Reimer University of Applied Sciences St. Gallen,

Switzerland

Members
Irma Becerra-Fernandez Florida International University, USA
John Davies British Telecom, UK
Rose Dieng INRIA, France
Michael Huhns University of South Carolina, USA
Daniel O’Leary University of Southern California, USA
Eric Tsui The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, China
Mary-Anne Williams The University of Technology, Sydney, Australia
Takahira Yamaguchi Keio University, Japan

Conference Chair

Takahira Yamaguchi Keio University, Japan

Program Committee

Irma Becerra-Fernandez Florida International University, USA
Xavier Boucher Ecole des Mines de St. Etienne, France
Kemal A. Delic Hewlett-Packard, France
Juan Manuel Dodero University of Cádiz, Spain
Joaquim Filipe Escola Superior de Tecnologia Setubal, Portugal
Naoki Fukuta Shizuoka University, Japan
Fabien Gandon INRIA Sophia, France
Aldo Gangemi CNR-ISTC, Italy
Ulrich Geske Fraunhofer Gesellschaft FIRST, Germany
Enrico Giunchiglia Università di Genova, Italy
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