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Preface

Pairing 2009, the Third International Conference on Pairing-Based Cryptogra-
phy, was held at Stanford University in Palo Alto during August 12-14, 2009.
The conference was sponsored by Voltage Security and Microsoft Corporation.
Terence Spies served as General Chair of the Conference and we had the privilege
of serving as Program Co-chairs.

The conference received 38 submissions. These were reviewed by a committee
of 23 members. The committee had a three-week individual review phase followed
by three weeks of discussion. After careful deliberation, the committee chose
16 papers for the Pairing 2009 conference. Detailed reviews were given to the
authors, and the authors were given three weeks to submit the final version.
These final versions were not subject to external review and the authors bear
full responsibility for their contents.

We are delighted to have had three invited speakers for Pairing 2009. Victor
Miller spoke on the origins of pairing-based cryptography. His talk was comple-
mented by Tanja Lange’s, who covered the evolution of the mathematics behind
pairings and shared recent results. Finally, Amit Sahai spoke on his work (with
Jens Groth and Rafi Ostrovksy) realizing non-interactive zero knowledge proofs
from pairings. This work has been highly influential and multiple papers ac-
cepted at this conference built upon it. In addition, there was a “Hot Topics”
session at this conference where we asked several researchers to give 10-minute
presentations of recent results.

We would like to thank everyone who contributed to the conference. First,
thanks to the members of our Program Committee for their excellent reviews, the
difficult decisions they made in a short time, and their conscientious, thorough
shepherding. Second, thanks to the Pairing Conference Steering Committee and
the Chairs of previous Pairing conferences and workshops. We would like to
extend a particular thanks to Steven Galbraith and Kenny Paterson, Program
Chairs of Pairing 2008, whose experience and advice were invaluable to us in our
planning of this conference. Third, we would like to thank Shai Halevi, whose
wonderful Web Submission and Review Software we used and who hosted and
administered the submission and review site for us on the TACR’s servers. Fourth,
we are grateful for Voltage Security and Microsoft for their generous support.
Finally, we are especially indebted to Terence Spies for his service as General
Chair. Without him the conference would not have been possible.

August 2009 Hovav Shacham
Brent Waters
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