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Preface 

FM 2009, the 16th International Symposium on Formal Methods, marked the 10th anni-
versary of the First World Congress on Formal Methods that was held in 1999 in  
Toulouse, France. We wished to celebrate this by advertising and organizing FM 2009 
as the Second World Congress in the FM series, aiming to once again bring together the 
formal methods communities from all over the world. The statistics displayed in the 
table on the next page include the number of countries represented by the Programme 
Committee members, as well as of the authors of submitted and accepted papers. 

Novel this year was a special track on tools and industrial applications. Submis-
sions of papers on these topics were especially encouraged, but not given any special 
treatment. (It was just as hard to get a special track paper accepted as any other  
paper.) What we did promote, however, was a discussion of how originality, contribu-
tion, and soundness should be judged for these papers.  The following questions were 
used by our Programme Committee.  

• Does the tool provide a proof of concept, or solve an important problem? 
• Is there an interesting algorithm implemented in the tool? 
• Were new techniques used to implement the tool? 
• If it is an industrial application, does it clearly present the lessons learned in  

relation to the use of formal methods? 
• Is the tool available (not necessarily for free) to the community? 
• Are there (measured or significant) experiments that support the claims? 
• How does the tool scale to larger problems? 
• What is the (potential) impact of the tool or case study? 
• What is the complexity of the tool or application? 

We believe these questions can help future authors and reviewers of such papers. 
The authors of a selection of the papers included here will be invited to submit ex-

tended versions of their papers to special anniversary issues of two reputable journals: 
Formal Aspects of Computing and Formal Methods in System Design.  

An event of this scale is only possible when many put their energy and passion together. 
We have attempted to thank all those people. If you feel you should have been included but 
are not, rest assured that this is not intentional, and please accept our apologies. 

For the first time, a number of scientific events dedicated to Formal Methods and 
their application decided to co-locate under the heading of Formal Methods Week 
(FMweek). We hope that you enjoyed FM 2009, as well as several of the other events. 
Or, did you miss it? Maybe next time then! 

 
August 2009 Ana Cavalcanti  

Dennis Dams  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VI Preface 

Statistics 

number of PC members 83 
number of countries of PC members 46 
number of submissions 139 
number of countries of submissions’ authors 38 
number of reviews per paper** 4 
number of papers accepted* 45 
number of countries of accepted papers’ authors 23 
number of invited papers 5 

    *   There are 3 additional papers included from Industry Day 
    ** with a few exceptions in both directions 
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