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Preface

This volume contains the full and short papers of SAMT 2009, the 4th Inter-
national Conference on Semantic and Digital Media Technologies 2009 held in
Graz, Austria.

SAMT brings together researchers dealing with a broad range of research
topics related to semantic multimedia and a great diversity of application ar-
eas. The current research shows that adding and using semantics of multimedia
content is broadening its scope from search and retrieval to the complete media
life cycle, from content creation to distribution and consumption, thus leverag-
ing new possibilities in creating, sharing and reusing multimedia content. While
some of the contributions present improvements in automatic analysis and an-
notation methods, there is increasingly more work dealing with visualization,
user interaction and collaboration. We can also observe ongoing standardization
activities related to semantic multimedia in both W3C and MPEG, forming a
solid basis for a wide adoption.

The conference received 41 submissions this year, of which the Program Com-
mittee selected 13 full papers for oral presentation and 8 short papers for poster
presentation. In addition to the scientific papers, the conference program in-
cluded two invited talks by Ricardo Baeza-Yates and Stefan Riiger and a demo
session showing results from three European projects.

The day before the main conference offered an industry day with presenta-
tions and demos that showed the growing importance of semantic technologies
in real-world applications as well as the research challenges coming from them.
From the submitted proposals, the Workshop and Tutorial Chairs selected two
full day workshops, namely:

— Semantic Multimedia Database Technologies
— Learning the Semantics of Audio Signals

In addition, there were three half-day tutorials, namely:

— A Semantic Multimedia Web: Create, Annotate, Present and Share Your
Media

— MPEG Metadata for Context-Aware Multimedia Applications

— Web of Data in the Context of Multimedia

The workshops complement the conference by providing a forum for discussion
about emerging fields in the scope of SAMT and the tutorials are an opportunity
for the participants to get a condensed introduction in one of the many areas
related to semantic multimedia.

This conference would not have been possible without the tremendous sup-
port of many people. We would like to thank the Workshop and Tutorial Chairs,
Josep Blat, Noel O’Connor and Klaus Tochtermann, the Industry Day Chairs



VI Preface

Wessel Kraaij and Alberto Messina, as well as Wolfgang Halb, Helen Hasenauer
and Karin Rehatschek, who did a great job in organizing this event. We would
like to thank the Program Committee members for the thorough review of the
submissions, the invited speakers, the workshop organizers and tutors, and all
contributors and participants. We are grateful for the support provided by the
consortia of the SALERO and VidiVideo projects, the Young European Associ-
ated Researchers (YEAR) network, the City of Graz, the Province of Styria and
the Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research.

December 2009 Tat-Seng Chua
Yiannis Kompatsiaris

Bernard Mérialdo

Werner Haas

Georg Thallinger

Werner Bailer
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