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Preface

These proceedings contain the refereed papers and posters presented at the first
Information Retrieval Facility Conference (IRFC), which was held in Vienna on
31 May 2010. The conference provides a multi-disciplinary, scientific forum that
aims to bring young researchers into contact with industry at an early stage.
IRFC 2010 received 20 high-quality submissions, of which 11 were accepted and
appear here. The decision whether a paper was presented orally or as poster
was solely based on what we thought was the most suitable form of communica-
tion, considering we had only a single day for the event. In particular, the form
of presentation bears no relation to the quality of the accepted papers, all of
which were thoroughly peer reviewed and had to be endorsed by at least three
independent reviewers.

The Information Retrieval Facility (IRF) is an open IR research institution,
managed by a scientific board drawn from a panel of international experts in the
field whose role is to promote the highest quality in the research supported by the
facility. As a non-profit research institution, the IRF provides services to IR sci-
ence in the form of a reference laboratory, hardware and software infrastructure.
Committed to Open Science concepts, the IRF promotes publication of recent
scientific results and newly developed methods, both in traditional paper form
and as data sets freely available to IRF members. Such transparency ensures
objective evaluation and comparability of results and consequently diversity and
sustainability of their further development.

The IRF is unique in providing a powerful supercomputing infrastructure
that is exclusively dedicated to semantic processing of text. It has at its heart a
huge collection of patent documents representing the global archive of ideas and
inventions. This data is housed in an environment that allows large-scale scien-
tific experiments on ways to manage and retrieve this knowledge. This collection
of real data allows IR researchers from all over the world to experiment for the
first time on a realistic data corpus. The quality of search results is reviewed and
evaluated in many fields but especially those specialising in patent search.

IRF conferences wish to resonate in particular with young researchers, who are
interested in discussing results obtained using the IRF infrastructure and data
resources; learning about complementary technologies; applying their research
efforts to real business needs; and joining the international research network of
the IRF. The first IRFC aimed to tackle four complementary research areas:

– information retrieval
– semantic web technologies for IR
– natural language processing for IR
– large-scale or distributed computing for the above areas

We believe that this first conference has achieved most of these aims and we
look forward to many more instances of the IRFC.
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