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Preface

The ILP conference series has been the premier forum for work on logic-based
approaches to machine learning for almost two decades. The 19th International
Conference on Inductive Logic Programming, which was organized in Leuven,
July 2-4, 2009, continued this tradition but also reached out to other communities
as it was colocated with SRL-2009 — the International Workshop on Statistical
Relational Learning, and MLG-2009 — the 7th International Workshop on Mining
and Learning with Graphs. While these three series of events each have their own
focus, emphasis and tradition, they essentially share the problem that is studied:
learning about structured data in the form of graphs, relational descriptions
or logic. The colocation of the events was intended to increase the interaction
between the three communities.

There was a single program with joint invited and tutorial speakers, a panel,
regular talks and poster sessions. The invited speakers and tutorial speakers
were James Cussens, Jason Eisner, Jure Leskovec, Raymond Mooney, Scott
Sanner, and Philip Yu. The panel featured Karsten Borgwardt, Luc De Raedt,
Pedro Domingos, Paolo Frasconi, Thomas Gértner, Kristian Kersting, Stephen
Muggleton, and C. David Page. Video-recordings of these talks can be found
at www.videolectures.net. The overall program featured 30 talks presented
in two parallel tracks and 53 posters. The talks and posters were selected on
the basis of an extended abstract. These abstracts can be found at http://
dtai.cs.kuleuven.be/ilp-mlg-srl/. In addition, as in previous years, a se-
lection of the papers of ILP 2009 have been published in a volume in the Lectures
Notes in Artificial Intelligence series and in a special issue of the Machine Learn-
ing Journal. From the initial 54 extended abstracts (6 pages in LNCS format)
that were submitted to ILP-2009, 5 papers were invited for the special issue,
10 papers were published as a long paper and 14 more as a short paper in the
proceedings. These papers were prepared after the conference. Many of the other
abstracts were accepted for poster presentation.

This event would not have been possible without the help of a large number
of people: I would especially like to thank Bernhard Pfahringer for suggesting
this colocation, the invited and tutorial speakers, the panelists, the Chairs of
MLG (Hendrik Blockeel, Karsten Borgwardt and Xifeng Yan) and SRL (Pedro
Domingos and Kristian Kersting), Filip Zelezny for handling the Leuven papers,
the Program Committee, the additional reviewers, the authors that submitted
papers, the participants, the videolectures organization, and the extensive local
organizing team (listed herein) as well as the sponsors (the BNVKI — the Benelux
Association for Artificial Intelligence, Pascal 2 — the Network of Excellence, FWO
— the Research Foundation Flanders) for their financial support. In preparing
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this volume, the support of Jan Struyf (who managed Easychair) and Laura
Antanas (who managed the proceedings) was essential.

February 2010 Luc De Raedt
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