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Preface

Welcome to the proceedings of the 8th Workshop of the Initiative for the Evalu-
ation of XML Retrieval (INEX)! Now in its eighth year, INEX is an established
evaluation forum for XML information retrieval (IR), with over 100 organiza-
tions worldwide registered and over 50 groups participating actively in at least
one of the tracks. INEX aims to provide an infrastructure, in the form of a large
structured test collection and appropriate scoring methods, for the evaluation of
focused retrieval systems.

XML IR plays an increasingly important role in many information access
systems (e.g., digital libraries, Web, intranet) where content is a mixture of text,
multimedia, and metadata, formatted according to the adopted W3C standard
for information repositories, the so-called eXtensible Markup Language (XML).
The ultimate goal of such systems is to provide the right content to their end-
users. However, while many of today’s information access systems still treat
documents as single large (text) blocks, XML offers the opportunity to exploit
the internal structure of documents in order to allow for more precise access,
thus providing more specific answers to user requests. Providing effective access
to XML-based content is therefore a key issue for the success of these systems.

INEX 2009 was an exciting year for INEX in which a new collection was intro-
duced that is again based on Wikipedia but is more than four times larger, with
longer articles and additional semantic annotation. In total, eight research tracks
were included, which studied different aspects of focused information access:

Ad Hoc Track investigated the effectiveness of XML-IR and Passage Retrieval
for four ad hoc retrieval tasks: Thorough, Focused, Relevant in Context, and
Best in Context.

Book Track investigated information access to, and IR techniques for, search-
ing full texts of digitized books.

Efficiency Track investigated both the effectiveness and efficiency of XML
ranked retrieval approaches on real data and real queries.

Entity Ranking Track investigated entity retrieval rather than text retrieval:
1) Entity Ranking, 2) Entity List Completion.

Interactive Track investigated the behavior of users when interacting with
XML documents, as well as developed retrieval approaches which are effec-
tive in user-based environments.

Question Answering Track investigated technology for accessing structured
documents that can be used to address real-world focused information needs
formulated as natural language questions.

Link the Wiki Track investigated link discovery between Wikipedia docu-
ments, both at the file level and at the element level.

XML Mining Track investigated structured document mining, especially the
classification and clustering of structured documents.



VI Preface

The aim of the INEX 2009 workshop was to bring together researchers in
the field of XML IR who participated in the INEX 2009 campaign. During
the past year, participating organizations contributed to the building of large-
scale XML test collections by creating topics, performing retrieval runs, and
providing relevance assessments. The workshop concluded the results of this
effort, summarized and addressed issues encountered, and devised a work plan
for the future evaluation of XML retrieval systems. These proceedings report the
final results of INEX 2009. We received 47 submissions, already being a selection
of work at INEX, and accepted a total of 42 papers based on peer-reviewing,
yielding a 89% acceptance rate.

All INEX tracks start from having available suitable text collections. We
gratefully acknowledge the data made available by: Amazon (Interactive Track),
New Zealand Ministry for Culture and Heritage (Te Ara, Link-the-Wiki Track),
Microsoft (Book Track), Wikipedia, and Ralf Schenkel of the Max-Planck Insti-
tute for the conversion of the Wikipedia.

INEX has outgrown its previous home at Schloss Dagstuhl and was held in
Brisbane, Australia. Thanks to Richi Nayak and the QUT team for preserving
the unique atmosphere of INEX—a setting where informal interaction and dis-
cussion occur naturally and frequently—in the unique location of the Woodlands
of Marburg. Thanks to HCSNet, the Australian Research Council’s Research
Network in Human Communication Science, for sponsoring the invited talks by
Peter Bruza (QUT), Cécile Paris (CSIRO), and Ian Witten (Waikato). Finally,
INEX is run for, but especially by, the participants. It was a result of tracks
and tasks suggested by participants, topics created by particants, systems built
by participants, and relevance judgments provided by participants. So the main
thank you goes to each of these individuals!

April 2010 Shlomo Geva
Jaap Kamps
Andrew Trotman
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