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Preface

The International Semantic Web Conferences (ISWC) constitute the major in-
ternational venue where the latest research results and technical innovations on
all aspects of the Semantic Web are presented. ISWC brings together researchers,
practitioners, and users from the areas of artificial intelligence, databases, social
networks, distributed computing, Web engineering, information systems, nat-
ural language processing, soft computing, and human—computer interaction to
discuss the major challenges and proposed solutions, the success stories and fail-
ures, as well the visions that can advance research and drive innovation in the
Semantic Web.

This volume contains the main proceedings of ISWC 2010, including papers
accepted in the Research and Semantic-Web-in-Use Tracks of the conference, as
well as long papers accepted in the Doctoral Consortium, and information on
the invited talks.

This year the Research Track received 350 abstracts and 228 full papers
from around the world. The Program Committee for the track was recruited
from researchers in the field, and had world-wide membership. Each submitted
paper received at least three reviews as well as a meta-review. The reviewers
participated in many spirited discussions concerning their reviews. Authors had
the opportunity to submit a rebuttal, leading to further discussions among the
reviewers and sometimes to additional reviews. Final decisions were made during
a meeting between the Track Chairs and senior Program Committee members.
There were 51 papers accepted in the track, a 22% acceptance rate.

The Semantic-Web-in-Use Track, targeted at deployed applications with sig-
nificant research content, received 66 submissions, and had the same reviewing
process as the Research Track, except without the rebuttal phase. There were
18 papers accepted in this track, a 27% acceptance rate.

For the sixth consecutive year, ISWC also had a Doctoral Consortium Track
for PhD students within the Semantic Web community, giving them the oppor-
tunity not only to present their work but also to discuss in detail their research
topics and plans, and to receive extensive feedback from leading scientists in the
field, from both academia and industry. Out of 24 submissions, 6 were accepted
as long papers, and a further 7 were accepted for short presentations. Each stu-
dent was assigned a mentor who led the discussions following the presentation of
the work, and provided detailed feedback and comments, focusing on the PhD
proposal itself and presentation style, as well as on the actual work presented.

The ISWC program also included four invited talks given by leading fig-
ures from both the academic and business world. This year talks were given
by Li Xiaoming of Peking University, China; mc schraefel of the University of
Southampton, UK; Austin Haugen of Facebook; and Evan Sandhaus of the New
York Times.



VI Preface

The ISWC conference included the Semantic Web Challenge, as in the past.
In the challenge, organized this year by Christian Bizer and Diana Maynard,
practitioners and scientists are encouraged to showcase useful and leading-edge
applications of Semantic Web technology, either on Semantic Web data in gen-
eral or on a particular data set containing 3.2 billion triples. ISWC also included
a large tutorial and workshop program, organized by Philippe Cudré-Mauroux
and Bijan Parsia, with 13 workshops and 8 tutorials spread over two days. ISWC
again included a Poster and Demo session, organized by Axel Polleres and Hua-
jun Chen, for presentation of late-breaking work and work in progress, and a
series of industry talks.

A conference as complex as ISWC requires the services of a multitude of
people. First and foremost, we thank all the members of the Program Commit-
tees for the Research Track, the Semantic-Web-In-Use Track, and the Doctorial
Consortium. They took considerable time, during summer vacation season for
most of them, to read, review, respond to rebuttals, discuss, and re-discuss the
submissions. We also thank the people involved in the other portions of the con-
ference, particularly Birte Glimm, the Proceedings Chair; Lin Clark and Yuan
Tian, the webmasters; Axel Polleres and Huajun Chen, the Posters and De-
mos Chairs, and their Program Committee; Yong Yu, the Local Arrangements
Chair, Haofen Wang, who managed most aspects of the local arrangements, and
Dingyi Han, Gui-Rong Xue and Lei Zhang, the Local Arrangements Committee;
Sebastian Rudolph, the Publicity Chair; Jie Bao, the Metadata Chair; Anand
Ranganathan and Kendall Clark, the Sponsor Chairs; and Jeff Heflin, the Fel-
lowship Chair.

September 2010 Yue Pan and Peter F. Patel-Schneider
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