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Abstract. The issue of declining IS enrollments is so troublesome that even 
ACM/AIS has redesigned its recommended curriculum in an attempt to reverse 
this trend [1]. Although all majors in most accredited Business Schools are 
required to take the Introduction to IS course, the real or perceived value of this 
course is unclear. This paper looks at the real or perceived value of the content 
of the Introduction to Information Systems course and the possible impact on 
declining enrollments. 
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1   Introduction 

Since 2001 enrollment in MIS programs has been declining. The declining 
enrollments are so widespread that ACM/AIS [1] has in fact redesigned its curriculum 
in the hopes of guiding university programs and reversing the trend [3]. Although 
choice of major is based on many factors [4] [5] [6], all business majors are typically 
required to take the Introduction to IS course; however what real or perceived value 
this course provides is unclear.  

2   Stakeholders 

It is important that the content of the Intro to IS class is valued by those who are 
enrolled in it, those who are teaching it, and those who will ultimately place a value 
on it by recruiting business graduates.  It is also critical that non-IS faculty value the 
Intro to IS course since information systems affect all students.  
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3   The Study 

As universities chase student dollars to stay afloat in these turbulent economic times, 
some are focusing heavily on the student experience. Although most would agree that 
the student experience is important, some wonder if we are doing long-term harm to 
students by adjusting course content to make them happy in the short-term while 
making them far less marketable in the long-run.  In the case of IS majors/minors, 
recent comments by students lead many to believe that the content of the Introduction 
to IS course content may not be fully appreciated by the student stakeholder [2]. And 
if this is true, it could be a leading factor in decisions to choose other majors/minors. 
Before making drastic curriculum changes, however, this study examines the 
curriculum content of the IS course and seek opinions from various stakeholders.  

4   Summary and Conclusion 

Using the topics and subtopics from the AIS curriculum, this study utilizes a web-
based survey instrument to collect data from the faculty, recruiters, and students. 
These results will be beneficial to all stakeholders. Although we hope all three groups 
are well aligned, if this is not the case, the results could provide insight into where 
curriculum changes should be made.   
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