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Message from the Program Chairs

The 2011 Privacy-Enhancing Technologies Symposium was held at the Univer-
sity of Waterloo in Waterloo, Canada, during July 27-29, 2011. It was the 11th
in this series of meetings, and the fourth after the transition from workshop to
symposium. PETS remains a premier forum for publishing research on both the
theory and the practice of privacy-enhancing technologies, and has a broad scope
that includes all facets of the field.

The PETS program this year included a diverse set of 15 peer-reviewed pa-
pers, selected from 61 submissions. Each submission was reviewed by at least
three members of the Program Committee. This was the fourth year of the popu-
lar HotPETs session, designed as a venue to present exciting but still preliminary
and evolving ideas, rather than formal and rigorous completed research results.
As in past years, there were no published proceedings for HotPETs. PETS also
included the traditional “rump session,” with brief presentations on a variety of
topics, and a panel entitled “On the Ethics of Research on Tor Users.”

In addition to the peer-reviewed sessions, PETS 2011 included an invited
panel dedicated to the memory of Andreas Pfitzmann, who passed away in
September 2010. Andreas was a pioneer in privacy research, and one of the
founders of this symposium. As a computer scientist with the rare ability to
clearly explain important positions to both scientists and policy makers, he was
influential in shaping both German and European technology policy. His absence
is a great loss to our community and we dedicated this meeting to his memory.

We are grateful to all of the authors who submitted, to the PETS and Hot-
PETSs speakers who presented their work selected for the program, and to the
rump session participants. We are also grateful to the Program Committee mem-
bers, and to the external reviewers who assisted them, for their thorough reviews
and participation in discussions — they were central to the resulting high-quality
program. The following subset of these reviewers gracefully volunteered to con-
tinue their work as shepherds helping the authors improve their papers and ad-
dress the reviewer comments and suggestions: Simson Garfinkel, Gregory Neven,
Matthew Wright, Tom Benjamin, and Roger Dingledine. It is also a pleasure to
acknowledge the contribution of our General Chairs, Katrina Hanna and Ian
Goldberg, and our webmaster since 2007, Jeremy Clark, who did his usual out-
standing job at evolving and maintaining the symposium’s website. Our grati-
tude also goes to the HotPETs Chairs, Carmela Troncoso and Julien Freudiger,
who put together an outstanding HotPETs program. Finally, we are particularly
grateful to Microsoft for its continued sponsorship and support.

May 2011 Simone Fischer-Hiibner
Nicholas Hopper
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