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Preface

This volume contains the papers presented at COCOA 2012: The 6th Annual
International Conference on Combinatorial Optimization and Applications, held
during August 5–9, 2012, in Banff, Alberta, Canada.

COCOA provides an annual forum for researchers working in the areas of
combinatorial optimization and its applications. In addition to theoretical re-
sults, the conference is particularly focused on recent works on experimental
and applied research of general algorithmic interest. Past COCOA conferences
were held in Xi’an, China (2007), Newfoundland, Canada (2008), Huangshan,
China (2009), Hawaii, USA (2010), and Zhangjiajie, China (2011).

There were 57 high-quality submissions. Using EasyChair, each submission
was reviewed by at least 2, and on average 3.5, Program Committee members.
The committee decided to accept 33 papers. The program also included one
invited talk and one keynote talk. COCOA 2012 also organized a post-conference
workshop on computational biology.

We wish to thank the authors for submitting their papers to the conference.
We are grateful to the members of the Program Committee and the external
referees for their work within demanding time constraints. We would like to thank
the Alberta Innovates Technology Futures and the University of Alberta for their
funding support. Members of the Omics Research Group in the Department of
Computing Science at the University of Alberta, including Yi Shi, Ronghong Li,
Yining Wang and Weitian Tong, were extremely helpful on the organizing side.
Without their service, this conference would not have been successful.

August 2012 Guohui Lin
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