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Preface

We are delighted to present the proceeding of the 16th European Conference on
Research and Advanced Technology for Digital Libraries, running for the second
year as “Theory and Practice in Digital Libraries”, which ran in Paphos, Cyprus
during September 23-27, 2012.

Following the inaugural ECDL in Pisa in 1997, the conference has become
established as a major international venue for leading researchers in the field
of digital libraries. The global economic turmoil of the last few years has not
dented the continued health of the conference. We continue to receive and accept
submissions for publication from countries that have not been represented at
TPDL before, as an example our host country of Cyprus is well represented
with new contributors.

For TPDL 2012, we focussed on attracting contributions on four major themes:

Applications and User Experience
— Supporting Discovery

— Digital Humanities

— Research Data

These themes are the same as those of TPDL 2011, and while the core
computer-science origins of TPDL continue to mature, the approaches of in-
terdisciplinary methods, and the interests of humanists and research scientists
in systematic management of their research materials, are widening the range of
challenges addressed by digital library researchers.

Our overseas keynote speakers this year represented two contrasting ap-
proaches to supporting information seeking. Mounia Lalmas is well known as
a global leader in information retrieval research, and represents the technical
origins and ideals of many in the DL community. Mounia’s passion for excel-
lence and robust methodology has inspired many of her peers across the world.
In contrast, Cathy Marshall is immediately familiar to digital library researchers
as a leading light in the more human-centred approaches to DL work, and her
work has been repeatedly recognised by best-paper awards at the leading DL
conferences.

We are also fortunate to have a local keynote speaker, Andreas Lanitis, whose
interests are particularly relevant to the contemporary theme of preserving dig-
ital heritage. The problems in that domain have been of increasing pertinence
to DLs in recent years, as the transience of digital material and the desire to
disseminate ancient heritage combine to seek out the means by which long term,
remote access to new and old materials can be sustained.

The programme began with the doctoral consortium and our tutorial pro-
gramme of five varied tutorials, on themes from building digital libraries through
to preservation processes.



VI Preface

Following the main conference, four workshops concluded the programme, in-
cluding the 11th European Networked Knowledge Organization Systems (NKOS)
workshop and the 2nd Semantic Digital Archive workshop.

For TPDL 2012, we ran a single programme committee for all submissions,
and furthermore combined the call for short papers and posters into a single
call for work-in-progress contributions. We continued to use the two-tier model
of TPDL 2011 and ECDL 2010, with a main programme committee supervised
by a metareview committee. Each contribution was reviewed independently by
three or more members of the main committee, and the subsequent discussion
and reflection was moderated by one member of the metareview committee.

The submissions received by the conference totalled 139 contributions (129
full papers and work-in-progress, plus and 10 demonstrations). From this, we se-
lected 23 full papers (17.8%), 19 short paper presentations (15%), 14 poster sub-
missions (11%), and 5 demonstrations. Twenty-six countries contributed works
for review, the same as last year’s conference in Berlin.

The programme of TPDL 2012 proved particularly challenging for the pro-
gramme committee to finalise. The support of our metareview committee, con-
tinuing the practice of recent years at TPDL to use a second level of review, was
critical in balancing the merits of the competing submissions. Our programme
committee put in many hours of review and discussion, which greatly assisted
us as programme chairs, and ensured that our decisions were robust and well-
informed.

Fabrizio Sebastiani, our workshop chair, and Christos Papatheodorou, serving
as tutorial chair, put in particularly praiseworthy efforts to help in the success of
the conference. Our other supporting chairs also provided invaluable assistance
in finalising the programme.

The success of TPDL 2012 is also due to our various supporters, but in
particular the Coalition for Networked Information (CNI).

September 2012 George Buchanan
Edie Rasmussen

Panayiotis Zaphiris

Fernando Loizides
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