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Preface

In the last two decades, we have seen a significant increase of interest in agent-
based computing. This field is now set to become one of the key technologies
in the twenty-first century. It is crucial that both academics and industrialists
within Europe have access to a forum at which current research and application
issues are presented and discussed.

In December 2003, the First European Workshop on Multi-Agent Systems
(EUMAS) was held at the University of Oxford, UK. This workshop emerged
from a number of related workshops and other scholarly activities that were tak-
ing place at both national and European levels, and was intended to provide a
single recognized forum at which researchers and those interested in activities
relating to research in the area of autonomous agents and multi-agent systems
could meet, present research results, problems, and issues in an open and infor-
mal but academic environment. This set-up allows for discussions of the latest,
potentially preliminary findings of state-of-the-art research.

Following in the tradition of past EUMAS events (Oxford 2003, Barcelona
2004, Brussels 2005, Lisbon 2006, Hammamet 2007, Bath 2008, Agia Napa 2009,
and Paris 2010), the aim of the 9th European Workshop on Multi-Agent Systems
held in Maastricht (The Netherlands) during November 14–15, 2011, was to
encourage and support activity in the research and development of multi-agent
systems, in academic and industrial efforts.

In 2011, the EUMAS workshop had 45 papers accepted for oral presentation
and the demo session hosted four contributions. The workshop was very well
attended and the presentations gave the opportunity for several debates often
continuing during the coffee breaks.

The two-day event also gave the opportunity to listen to three exciting in-
vited talks given by Marie-Pierre Gleizes (Université Paul Sabatier, France),
Peter McBurney (King’s College London, UK), and Milind Tambe (University
of Southern California, USA).

After the workshop, the best papers were selected taking into account the
reviews they received during the pre-workshop review phase and the discussion
generated by their presentations. The authors of these papers were asked to
significantly improve their manuscripts and the resulting works passed through a
new review cycle. These papers are the backbone of this book. They are perfectly
completed by three papers written by the invited speakers, discussing key issues
in multi-agent systems.

May 2012 Massimo Cossentino
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