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Preface

This proceedings volume contains the accepted papers and posters from the 2013
International Conference on Social Computing, Behavioral-Cultural Modeling,
and Prediction. This was the sixth year of the SBP conference, and the third
since it merged with the International Conference on Computational Cultural
Dynamics.

In 2013 the SBP conference continued to grow. We received a strong set of
137 submissions, greatly exceeding the previous high of 88. SBP continues to
be a selective single-track conference. Thirty-three submissions were accepted
as full papers, for a 24% paper acceptance rate. We also accepted 27 posters,
more than we had previously, for an overall 42% acceptance rate. All papers
and posters presented at the conference are included in this proceedings volume,
which are distributed to attendees and made available electronically as well as
in print as part of Springer’s Lecture Notes in Computer Science series.

This conference is strongly committed to multidisciplinarity, consistent with
recent trends in computational social science and related fields. Authors were
asked to indicate from a checklist which topics fitted the papers they were sub-
mitting. So many of the papers covered multiple categories that dividing this
proceedings volume into topical sections presented a real challenge for the Pro-
gram Committee. Of course, as a multidisciplinary conference, this is exactly
the sort of problem we are glad to have. The topic areas that formed the core
of past SBP conferences are all well represented: behavioral science, health sci-
ences, military science and information science. There are also many papers that
provide methodological innovation as well as new domain-specific findings.

There are a number of events that took place at the conference that are not
well represented in the proceedings, but added greatly to the intellectual and
collegial value of the experience for participants. The first day of the conference
offered four free tutorials, from Marta C. Gonzalez (A Review of Human Mo-
bility Models Based on Digital Traces of Human Activity), David Sallach (Cat-
egorial Analysis of Social Processes), Joey Harrison and Claudio Cioffi-Revilla
(Building Agent-Based Models with the MASON Toolkit), and GeorgiyBoba-
shev (Social Simulation: Introduction to Agent-Based Modeling). One of our
excellent keynote speakers anchored each day’s program: Myron Gutmann from
the National Science Foundation and University of Michigan, Michele Gelfand
from the University of Maryland, and BernardoHuberman from Hewlett-Packard
Laboratories.

Nitin Agarwal and Wen Dong managed the second SBP Data Analysis Chal-
lenge Problem, designed around a rich and unique “reality mining” dataset
generously provided and supported by the MIT Human Dynamics Laboratory.
(These data continue to be available to the research community at reality-
commons.media.mit.edu.)



VI Preface

Unique SBP traditions also continued: The “Cross-Fertilization Round Ta-
ble” event created opportunities for interaction between technical specialists and
domain experts, and a Q&A panel was held over lunch with program managers
from a number of federal agencies. More information on all program activities is
available on the conference website at SBP2013.org.

Activities such as SBP only succeed with assistance from many contributors.
The conference itself was held during April 2-5 in downtown Washington, DC, at
the University of California’s DC Center on Rhode Island Avenue; we are grate-
ful for their hospitality and many forms of logistical support. The Organizing
Committee met early and often this year, lining up keynote speakers, working
to publicize the conference, and making many decisions about programming,
direction, and finances. Program Committee Co-chairs Ariel M. Greenberg and
William G. Kennedy should be singled out for special recognition. They ably
managed the submission, review, and proceedings production process, keeping
it on an aggressive schedule without losing sight of the larger goals of promoting
intellectual exploration and broad participation. Evaluating the large number of
submissions could not have been accomplished without our volunteer reviewers,
listed under the Technical Program Committee. Last but not least, we sincerely
appreciate the support from the following federal agencies: Air Force Research
Laboratory (AFRL), Army Research Office (ARO), National Institute of Gen-
eral Medical Sciences (NIGMS) at the National Institutes of Health (NIH), the
National Science Foundation (NSF), and the Office of Naval Research (ONR).
We also would like to thank Alfred Hofmann from Springer. We thank all for
their kind help, dedication, and support in making SBP13 possible.

January 2013 Nathan Bos
Claudio Cioffi-Revilla
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