Studies in Applied Philosophy, Epistemology
and Rational Ethics

Volume 11

Series Editor

L. Magnani, Pavia, Italy

Editorial Board

A. Aliseda, Coyoacan, Mexico
G. Longo, Paris, France

C. Sinha, Lund, Sweden

P. Thagard, Waterloo, Canada
J. Woods, Vancouver, Canada

For further volumes:
http://www.springer.com/series/10087


http://www.springer.com/series/10087

About this Series

Studies in Applied Philosophy, Epistemology and Rational Ethics (SAPERE) pub-
lishes new developments and advances in all the fields of philosophy, epistemology,
and ethics, bringing them together with a cluster of scientific disciplines and tech-
nological outcomes: from computer science to life sciences, from economics, law,
and education to engineering, logic, and mathematics, from medicine to physics,
human sciences, and politics. It aims at covering all the challenging philosophical
and ethical themes of contemporary society, making them appropriately applicable to
contemporary theoretical, methodological, and practical problems, impasses, contro-
versies, and conflicts. The series includes monographs, lecture notes, selected contri-
butions from specialized conferences and workshops as well as selected PhD theses.

Advisory Board

A. Abe, Chiba, Japan
H. Andersen, Aarhus, Denmark
O. Bueno, Coral Gables, USA
S. Chandrasekharan, Mumbai, India
M. Dascal, Tel Aviv, Israel
G. D. Crnkovic, Viisteras, Sweden
M. Ghins, Lovain-la-Neuve, Belgium
M. Guarini, Windsor, Canada
R. Gudwin, Campinas, Brazil
A. Heeffer, Ghent, Belgium
M. Hildebrandt, Rotterdam,
The Netherlands
K. E. Himma, Seattle, USA
M. Hoffmann, Atlanta, USA
P. Li, Guangzhou, P. R. China
M. Minnameier, Frankfurt, Germany
M. Morrison, Toronto, Canada
Y. Ohsawa, Tokyo, Japan
S. Paavola, Helsinki, Finland
W. Park, Daejeon, South Korea
A. Pereira, Sdo Paulo, Brazil

L. M. Pereira, Caparica, Portugal
A.- V. Pietarinen, Helsinki, Finland
D. Portides, Nicosia, Cyprus
D. Provijn, Ghent, Belgium
J. Queiroz, Juiz de Fora, Brazil
A. Raftopoulos, Nicosia, Cyprus
C. Sakama, Wakayama, Japan
C. Schmidt, Le Mans, France
G. Schurz, Dusseldorf, Germany
N. Schwartz, Buenos Aires, Argentina
C. Shelley, Waterloo, Canada
F. Stjernfelt, Aarhus, Denmark
M. Suarez, Madrid, Spain
J. van den Hoven, Delft,
The Netherlands
P.- P. Verbeek, Enschede,
The Netherlands
R. Viale, Milan, Italy
M. Vorms, Paris, France



Donna E. West

Deictic Imaginings:
Semiosis at Work
and at Play

@ Springer



Donna E. West
State University of New York at Cortland

Cortland, NY

USA

ISSN 2192-6255 ISSN 2192-6263 (electronic)
ISBN 978-3-642-39442-3 ISBN 978-3-642-39443-0 (eBook)

DOI 10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0
Springer Heidelberg New York Dordrecht London

Library of Congress Control Number: 2013942991

© Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg 2014

This work is subject to copyright. All rights are reserved by the Publisher, whether the whole or part
of the material is concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations,
recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms or in any other physical way, and transmission or
information storage and retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar or dissimilar
methodology now known or hereafter developed. Exempted from this legal reservation are brief excerpts
in connection with reviews or scholarly analysis or material supplied specifically for the purpose of
being entered and executed on a computer system, for exclusive use by the purchaser of the work.
Duplication of this publication or parts thereof is permitted only under the provisions of the Copyright
Law of the Publisher’s location, in its current version, and permission for use must always be obtained
from Springer. Permissions for use may be obtained through RightsLink at the Copyright Clearance
Center. Violations are liable to prosecution under the respective Copyright Law.

The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this publication
does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are exempt from the relevant
protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.

While the advice and information in this book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of
publication, neither the authors nor the editors nor the publisher can accept any legal responsibility for
any errors or omissions that may be made. The publisher makes no warranty, express or implied, with
respect to the material contained herein.

Printed on acid-free paper

Springer is part of Springer Science+Business Media (www.springer.com)



This book is dedicated in loving memory to
my parents:

Dorothy M. (Fedeli) West
10 November 1929—-1999 3 February

William L. West
9 September 1925-2012 3 November

Without education, but with divine wisdom,
these unpracticed but rare jewels produced
an uncommon conveyance—seeds for the
Jfomentation of thought and action—with little
they gave much! May this text ever be their
tribute and legacy

“But the souls of the righteous are in the
hand of God, and there shall no torment
touch them”

(Wisdom of Solomon 3:1)



Acknowledgments

I am much indebted to my many student assistants, without whom locating and
citing relevant empirical and theoretical texts would have been rather arduous.
Especially deserving of mention are Joanne Hunt and Adam Ferguson, whose
insight and humor significantly enriched the writing process.

Likewise deserving notice are several Semiotic Society of America colleagues
(Myrdene Anderson, John Deely, Linda Waugh, and Charls Pearson), whose
encouragement sustained me during the development of this text.

I remain grateful to Lorenzo Magnani, Editor in Chief of the SAPERE series,
and Leontina DiCecco, my editor at Springer, not merely for their patience and
helpful suggestions, but especially for their liberality in allowing me free reign to
express harnessed imaginings.

I am thankful to André de Tienne and the staff at the Peirce Edition Project
for hosting me during my sabbatical leave and for allowing me easy access to:
Peirce’s manuscripts, the Max Fisch catalogues, and (not least of all) to Indiana
University-Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI) student assistants.

I am grateful to the State University of New York at Cortland administrators for
granting me a sabbatical leave to complete this project, especially to Dean Bruce
Mattingly and, my Chair, Christopher Gascon.

I express my deepest gratitude to Amy Carreno who was instrumental in pro-
curing a State of New York grant that I might reside in Indianapolis (during my
sabbatical leave) to take full advantage of materials at the Peirce Edition Project.

I remain grateful to the journals which granted me permission to reprint por-
tions of published articles in this text, including: Social Semiotics, Linguistik
Online, Sign Systems Studies, Chinese Semiotic Studies, Semiotica, and The
American Journal of Semiotics. 1 thank the editors and publishers of these journals
for their liberality and support.

vii



Contents

PartI Foundations for Deictic Meaning

1 Introduction........... ... . ... . .. . . . . .. ... 3
1.1 Introduction . ..............iiuiiiii e 3

1.2 Relevance of Deictic Terms to Advancements
in Spatial Awareness. . ........... . 6
1.3 Relevance of Semiotic Accounts to Spatial Knowledge .......... 9
1.4 The Intersection Between Deictic Terms and Semiosis. .......... 12
2 The Origin of Indexical Species. ............................... 15
2.1 GestureasIndex........ ... ... . . . .. 16
2.1.1 Pre-DeicticGestures. . ..., 21
2.1.2 Deictic GEStUIe. . . ... oot 23
2.2 Demonstratives as Index. . . ......... ... ... ... . ... 26
2.2.1 Pre-Deictic Demonstratives .. ........................ 26
2.2.2 Deictic Demonstratives . .................ouiiniion... 29

2.3 McNeill’s Account: The Non-Redundancy of
Gestural and LinguisticIndex . ........... ... .. ... .. ... .... 32
2.4 The Role of Joint Attention . .....................uiiuno.... 35
2.4.1 Joint Attention as Social Index. .. ..................... 36
2.4.2 Reference to Absent Objects ............. ... ... ... 40

Part I Cognitive and Affective Considerations

3 Biihler’s Account of DeixisasIndex ............................ 47
3.1 Demonstratioad Oculos. .. ... 47
3.2 Anaphoric DeiXis . .. ...ovt i 50
3.3 Deixisam Phantasma.......... ... ... . . i 51
3.4 Deixis and “The Imaginary Wanderer” ....................... 56
3.5 Cognitive Prerequisites to Imaginary Wandering. . .............. 60

4 Piaget’s Contribution to Spatial Logic . ......................... 67
4.1 Piaget’s General Theory.......... ... .. ... ... . ... 67

ix


http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_1#Sec1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_1#Sec2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_1#Sec2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_1#Sec3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_1#Sec4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_2#Sec1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_2#Sec2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_2#Sec3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_2#Sec4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_2#Sec5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_2#Sec6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_2#Sec7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_2#Sec7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_2#Sec8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_2#Sec9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_2#Sec10
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_6#Sec1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_6#Sec2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_6#Sec3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_6#Sec4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_6#Sec5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_4#Sec1

4.2
4.3
4.4
4.5
4.6

Contents

Topological Versus Projective Space . .............. ... .. ..... 71
Reversibility and Decentration. .. ........... ... .. ... 77
Operations Upon Operations . ............c...oeuiuvenenen .. 81
Test Paradigms of Perspective-Taking . . ...................... 84
Integrating the Cognitive and the Affective .. .................. 87

Part III Semiotic Considerations

5 A Peircean Account of Advances in Deictic Meaning .............. 93
5.1 General Introduction to Peirce’s Theory ...................... 93
5.2 Peirce’s Account of the Indexical Sign........................ 96
5.3 The Degenerate and Genuine Index. .. ....................... 100
5.4 The Role of the Immediate and Dynamic

ObjectinIndexical Use .. ...... .. ... .. 108
5.5 The Role of the Interpretant in Indexical Use .................. 112
5.6 Influences on the Interpretant. ... ........ ... ... .. ... .. ..... 118

6 Peirce’s Evolving Interpretant. . ............................... 119
6.1 Thelnterpretant ... ... ... ..ttt 119
6.2 Expanding Peirce’s Interpretant. . .. ........... .. .. ... .. ..., 120
6.3 Indexing Present Objects .. ...... ..., 122
6.4 Contiguity in Spaceand Time ... .......... ... ... .. ... .... 126
6.5 The Social Interpretant. . ...........c. .. 126
6.6  Shift from Present to Absent Objects......................... 128
6.7 The Evolution of the Interpretant. .. ......................... 130
6.8 Indexing in Self-to-Self Discourse. . ............ ... .. ... .... 132
6.9 Index inImaginedPlaces............ ... ... . . . .. 134

7 Evidence of Things NotSeen .............. ... ... ............. 139
7.1 What'sinaName?............. .. 139
7.2 Linguistic Index Beyond the Demonstratives .................. 143
7.3 Proper NamesasIndexes..................oiiiiian.... 147

7.3.1 Peirce’s AcCount. .. ...........iiiiiii 152
7.4 The Power of Individuals to Create Mental Objects:

Legitimizing the Invisible. . . .. ...... ... .. ... ... ... .. ..... 158
7.5 Conclusion . ...... ... 164

8 Conclusion: From Social Indexes to Imagined Ones. . ............. 167
8.1 Beyond Naming: Deictics as Precursors to Self-Talk ............ 167
8.2 The Influence of Deictics in Self-Talk . . ...................... 169
8.3 Peirce’s Contribution to Deictics in Self-Talk .................. 170
8.4 Biihler’s Contribution to Peirce’s Index. .. .................... 172
8.5 Peirce’sLegacy. ... .. ..o 176

Bibliography . . ... .. 179

Index. . . ... 189


http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_4#Sec2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_4#Sec3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_4#Sec4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_4#Sec5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_4#Sec6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_5#Sec1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_5#Sec2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_5#Sec3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_5#Sec4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_5#Sec4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_5#Sec5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_5#Sec6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_6#Sec1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_6#Sec2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_6#Sec3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_6#Sec4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_6#Sec5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_6#Sec6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_6#Sec7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_6#Sec8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_6#Sec9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_7#Sec1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_7#Sec2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_7#Sec3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_7#Sec4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_7#Sec5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_7#Sec5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_7#Sec6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_8#Sec1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_8#Sec2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_8#Sec3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_8#Sec4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-39443-0_8#Sec5

	Acknowledgments
	Contents

